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Kol Sholom      
Beth Sholom Synagogueôs Voice of Peace 

www.bsholom.org  

Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant               

spiritual home of Conservative Judaism in the Mid-South,                                    

where we nurture, transmit, and celebrate our rich heritage and values. 

ñJewish Identityò to be theme for Spring educational series 

The Lifelong Jewish Learning Committee of Beth Sholom Synagogue will host activities exploring 

the theme of Jewish identity this Spring. Our first event, set for Thursday, April 8 , will begin 

discussions surrounding issues of identity in general and Judaism in particular. A center-piece for 

these discussions will be the film ñA Jew is Not One Thingò from The Jewish Museum and from 

Facing History and Ourselves.  Winner of the 1994 CINE Golden Eagle award, this film was 

produced for viewers of all faiths and focuses on being Jewish in contemporary society. The 

diversity of forms of Jewish lives is explored and this film ñconfronts the mystery of how personal 

identity is, finally, inseparable from a sense of history.ò The entire community is warmly invited to 

attend this special evening at Beth Sholom. There is no charge to attend the program, which begins 

at 7pm. 

 

Time to celebrate Lag BôOmer! 
 

Sunday, May 2: Enjoy the bonfire, cookout, music,  

Israeli dancing, games and activities for all!  

And donôt forget those Lag BôOmer haircuts.   

$8 for adultsð$4 for children            Watch for more details! 

Pesach in the Park! 

Beth Sholom Synagogue invites you, your friends, and your family to the annual 

Pesach in the Park.  Join us at the pavilion on the beautiful grounds of German-

town's Cameron Brown Park on Sunday, April 4, from 10:30am to 

12:30pm.  Thereôll be delicious fresh matzoh breiðpesadik dairyðand 

weôll supply all the fixinôs.  Come rain or shine, wear a t-shirt or sweatshirt, 

and bring your own kite, Frisbee, bat and glove, or ball of any kind.  Lots of 

fresh air and fun for everyone, and a great breakfast, too! 



Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday coming up?  

Beth Sholom honors our membersô birthdays and 

anniversaries on the third Shabbat of the month.   

Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat is April 17 . 

Share the celebration and co-sponsor the Kiddush 

luncheon on your special third Shabbat!  

Call the office at 683-3591 to reserve a space on 

the sponsor list for $36.  

Itôs your day! Letôs party! 
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A Time for Silence 

Recently, I've taken up four monthly columns in an 

attempt to describe silent meditation. I wonder if it's a bit 

like telling someone about the taste of chocolate. A great 

food reviewer might write something so tantalizing that 

you're sure you absolutely must taste some. But - until 

you do - you just don't really have the sensory 

information, and once you've tasted it, well...things can 

never be the same! A couple of weeks ago, a small [and 

growing!] Jewish meditation circle began meeting in the 

chapel. We are a diverse group, mainly Jewish [though, 

not exclusively], some Temple members, some shul 

members, beginners, folks with more experience. The 

collective quiet is sublime. It is healing. It is not for 

everybody. Definitely not about shmoozing or analytical 

discussion. But if you think that a weekly hour of guided 

contemplative silence [Tuesday 7:30-8:30 pm sharp], 

framed by a bit of Buddhist and Jewish Torah - might be 

what your soul yearns for, give it is taste. 

A Time to Plant, a Time to Harvest 

Winter is over [I pray!], and it's time to clean up the 

garden, and plant new herbs. I hope to have new flavors 

of herbal vinegar ready shortly before Shavuot. Perhaps 

we can celebrate Torah and peoplehood through raising 

money for the children who live at Neve Michael. 

A Time to Speak Out 

My Berkeley, California sister sent me a link to her 

rabbi's blog. Rabbi Creditor (Congregation Netivot 

Shalom) discusses a new bill being proposed in the 

Knesset. The new bill 

fits in with the 

depressing and toxic 

Israeli merry-go-round 

of "Who is a Jew" 

politics. It is not the 

first time that the ultra-

orthodox power 

structure sought to disenfranchise non-Orthodox 

Jews; it likely will not be the last such effort. For an 

update on what's going on, visit http://bit.ly/

israeli_conversion_action 

In fact, the current bill [as of 3/10] is opening a rift 

between various Orthodox parties vying for power. 

Our sages taught that all Jews are responsible for one 

another. I think they meant to teach us to take care of 

each other, to have each other's back. Instead, we 

cringe as we watch Jews marginalize each other, and 

heap scorn upon those who disagree with them. For 

an up close and personal view of the tribal mud-

slinging in the Knesset, paste the following address 

into your browser: http://www.jpost.com/Israel/

Article.aspx?id=170423 

...Makes you really wonder if we are our own worst 

enemy. If we remain silent while others makes the 

rules, we will bear some responsibility for the bitter 

harvest. We can do better. Don't allow others to grab 

the bullhorn and pretend to speak for all the Jewish 

people. Insist upon the equal legitimacy of all the 

Jewish people. If we would strive to become a Holy 

Nation, there's a long road ahead.  

    Rabbi Aaron 

From the Rabbi:  

Thanks to our sponsorsé 
 

We appreciate the sponsors of our 

March Kiddush lunches! 
 

Birthdays:  

Rebecca Aronson, Rose Goldfarb, 

Barbara Hellman, Rebecca Sabin, and 

Joel Turetzky 

 

Anniversaries: 

Kay & Mike Geller  

http://bit.ly/israeli_conversion_action
http://bit.ly/israeli_conversion_action
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=170423
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=170423
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Religious School students had a great time at our 

annual Survivor: Shushan competition.  

Congratulations to our winner, Emily Thorpe!  Mark 

your calendars for Junior Congregation on Shabbat 

morning, April 10 at 10:30.  This will be our Green 

Shabbat and weather permitting, services will be held 

outside so please dress appropriately. 

Arie Becker Honor Society forms are due April 12.   

All Beth Sholom Synagogue 3rd-12th graders are 

eligible.  If your child is in a day school or religious 

school, he/she has probably already fulfilled all the 

requirements.  Each child is awarded a plaque in front 

of the congregation and their name is inscribed on the 

plaque that is permanently displayed at Beth Sholom.  

Please pick up a form at the synagogue office and feel 

free to work with your son/daughter towards this very 

meaningful award. 
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Shabbat morning, May 8, is our Celebration of Jewish 

Learning and Youth Service.  Please make every effort 

to attend as this is when we honor the youth of Beth 

Sholom and the adults who give of their time to make 

this such a welcoming and exciting place for our kids!  

We are still looking for Beth Sholom youth to 

participate so let me know if you are interested! 

Our USYers had a great time in Atlanta in March at 

their Spring Sub-Regional Convention.  Many thanks 

to our driver, Mitchell Lansky!!  Fall Sub-Regional is 

right here at Beth Sholom October 29-31!!  We will 

need everyoneôs help in making this a weekend to 

remember!  Please let me know if you can help with 

planning, decorations, housing or cookingé..we need 

YOU! 

 BôShalom 

   Sharon 

Weôre on Facebook!  

If you are a member of Facebook, search for Beth Sholom Synagogue ï Memphis, TNð         

and become a fan. If you are not a member of Facebook, become a member so you can become a fan.   

Weôll be regularly posting valuable information about all that is happening at Beth Sholom:   

www.facebook.com 

Who is this mystery winner of Survivor 

Shushan?  Read above to find out! 

Survivor: Shushan 2010 

Front Row:  Emily Thorpe, Julia Morrison, Sam Canales, and Cameron 

MacPhee.  Back Row:  Elliot Slovis, Zohar Rubinstein, Samuel 

Greenberg, Jacob Greenberg, Daniel Slovis, and Benjamin Greenberg. 

http://www.facebook.com

