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Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant               

spiritual home of Conservative Judaism in the Mid-South,                                    

where we nurture, transmit, and celebrate our rich heritage and values. 

Another fun-filled evening planned by                               

ñOld Enough to Know Betterò  

Get ready for an evening of music and Italian food on December 6, 2009,        

at 6pm, at the synagogue. Entertainment will be provided by the Memphis 

Reed Riders, harmonica duo Gene Finney and Jim Watkins.   

The dinner buffet will include spaghetti, garlic bread, salad, and Italian 

spinach (and bring your own kosher wine if you wish!).  To reserve a 

spot, call Cheryl at 683-3591 by December 1. The cost is $12.50 per 

person, and your check will confirm your reservation. Let Cheryl 

know if you have a table preference. The cost at the door is $14.00.  

Support our annual Coleman Elementary School Holiday Gift Shop and bring a new gift for a man or 

woman valued between $5 and $8. Coleman is Beth Sholomôs adopted school and each year we offer 

students a chance to select a gift for a parent or other loved one and experience the joy of giving. 

Volunteers serve as personal shoppers, assisting students to choose a gift, and then gifts are beautifully 

wrapped for the children to take home. Want to volunteer at this heart-warming event? Call Susan 

Moinester at 573-5231 for more details. 

Thanks to our planning committee: Rosalee Abraham, Myra Alperin (food chairman), Marsha 

Bender, Dot and Stanley Bilsky, Suzanne Friedman, Evelyn Goler, Leslie Landau, Rose Goldfarb, Betty 

Green (program chairman), Beverly Halpern, Leon and Barbara Hellman, Gloria Kahn, Charlotte 

Levitch (front door chairman), Carol and Matthew Lybanon, Joan Newman (decorations), Marilyn and 

Herb Notowich, Harriet and Don Schaffer, and Mariette and Joel Turetzky. 

Annual Meeting: December 13, 2009, at 10am 

 

Election of Board Members and Officers and  

Adoption of the Budget for 2010 

 

Congregational Brunch to Follow in the Social Hall 



Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday coming up?  

Beth Sholom honors our membersô birthdays and 

anniversaries on the third Shabbat of the month.   

Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat is December 19. 

Share the celebration and co-sponsor the Kiddush 

luncheon on your special third Shabbat!  

Call the office at 683-3591 to reserve a space on 

the sponsor list for $36.  

Itôs your day! Letôs party! 
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As I write these words in early November, the leaves are 

falling, trees exploding into color, a chill is already in the 

air, and the darkness rolls in early. It will soon be time to 

light Hanukkah candles, and kids will be counting down 

toward the Winter Break. While the Holy Days have 

already receded into the background, I want to remind 

you about a card that each of you received. It was a card 

that I originally had meant to hold up high during the 

Holidays and to make a very public pitch to you 

regarding that card. But I didnôt. Referencing the 

iPhone, I spoke at length about Jewish Apps - mitzvot - 

as opportunities awaiting our embrace. That was really 

the perfect moment for me to hold aloft the unique pledge 

card you each received.  

Why am I mentioning this now? Because only a couple 

of handfuls of folks replied; most of the cards became 

missed opportunities, a bit like a product you discard 

after the expiration date has passed. But, hold on - it is 

never too late! There are important mitzvot that are 

crying out for your response. Iôll mention a few. Coleman 

Elementaryôs students would appreciate people who can 

mentor, who can spend some time making a difference. 

Many fellow Memphians continue to go hungry. You 

need to know that we are making a difference. Not so 

long ago, our shul was not in the habit of regularly 

bringing canned food in for collection. This has changed, 

and - hopefully - that change will be permanent. As our 

Torah says: ñki lo yechdal haôevyon ...the needy will 

always be with us.ò 

How about a few small mitzvot that arenôt all that small? 

Several weekday minyanim - both morning and evening - 

are touch and go, struggling to achieve critical mass  

(Got ten?). When you join us, you can help someone 

saying kaddish. That is not such a small thing - ask 

anyone in the midst of mourning, or marking a yahrtzeit. 

The Greenbergs recently established a monthly Saturday 

mincha-maariv-havdallah minyan, 

called the ñmitzvah minyan.ò It 

meets on the first Shabbat of 

each month. Please consider 

supporting this marvelous effort. 

Recent bônei mitzvah: we need 

you. You count! How about 

giving your community one Sunday 

morning per month? We recently launched a Siddur-

Hebrew class for adults on Sunday mornings. Here is a 

great opportunity to brush up on Hebrew skills and - 

more importantly - to ask serious questions about prayer 

and about God. This kind of class is about spiritual 

literacy, going beyond the ability to say the words. 

As I write these words, our Lifelong Learning Committee 

has launched ñBridges and Boundaries,ò a successful 

three-part series engaging the subject of racism, anti-

semitism, and the evolving Black-White-Jewish 

relationship within our city and our nation. Why is 

programming like this important?  Because our flavor 

of yiddishkeit must reach beyond our comfort zone if the 

prophetic message of tikkun olam is to mean anything at 

all. Being Jewish is not about solitaire and it is not about 

staying within a cocoon. Recently, Memphis Jewish 

Federation partnered with other agencies in a wonderful 

program about Green Jobs, held at the Botanic Gardens. 

Beyond the merits of environmental awareness, this 

effort is so important in terms of building real bridges of 

community. 

As we head toward the close of 2009, letôs make a real 

pledge to step up our participation, both within our shul 

and within our city. Letôs remember that each of us is 

needed, that each of us has a part to play, and that each 

mitzvah makes a real difference in mending our world. 

    Rabbi Aaron 

From the Rabbi: Turn of the Wheel 

Thanks to our sponsorsé 
 

We appreciate the sponsors of our 

Kiddush lunches! 

Birthdays:  

Ginger Bernstein 

Marty Greenberg 

Ben Kastan 

Noah Sabin 
 

Anniversaries: 

Ginger & Kevin Bernstein 

Debra & Lewis Loskovitz 
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Lots of news this month for the youth of Beth 

Sholom!  Our Religious School just keeps on growing. 

A big welcome to Ethan Schaffer who joined our 6th 

grade in November!  On Sunday, November 8, our 5th-

7th graders joined Rabbi Aaron at Beth Sholom 

cemetery to learn more about the Geniza service and 

participated in burying many sacred items.  Everyone 

learned so much from this important ritual. Many 

thanks to Rabbi Aaron and Brad Magdovitz for all of 

their help! 
Junior Congregation on December 12 is our first ever 

Toy Service.  You wonôt believe how Gumby, a 

slinky, and Mr. Potatohead all relate to the Shabbat 

morning prayers!!  Join grades 3-12 in the chapel from 

10:30-11:30 a.m. to find out more.  Please bring a 

new, unwrapped toy to donate to Toys for Tots so that 

our children can bring joy to other children. 

Our USYers had a blast at Fall Subregionals and our 

Kadimaniks canôt wait for their convention set for 

December 4-6. In more exciting Youth Group news, 
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Rachel Cornette has volunteered to join our other 

great USY/Kadima advisors as additional co-advisor. 

Her diverse recreation programming background, as 

well as her capacity as an educator will benefit this 

already successful program. Some of her prior 

experience includes working at both the MJCC, and 

Lawrence Family JCC in San Diego facilitating teen 

aged camp groups. She has also mentored Youth 

Village teens, and served as an adult advisor to the 

former NCCJ camp, Anytown USA, as well. She can't 

wait to begin! 

I wish all of you and your families a wonderful 

Chanukah! 

  Chag Sameach, 

  BôShalom 

   Sharon 

  

(left to right)  Jacob Greenberg, Daniel Slovis and 

Benjamin Greenberg begin the task of filling the hole 

with dirt. 

(left to right) Ethan Schaffer, Cameron MacPhee, Sam 

Canales, Aaron Canales, and Aaron Binkowitz assist Brad 

Magdovitz in burying old prayerbooks and other items. 

Rabbi Aaron teaching students and parents about the 

custom of Geniza. 


