
Memphis, TennesseeðFebruary 2010ð 17 Shevat to 14 Adar 5770 

Kol Sholom      
Beth Sholom Synagogueôs Voice of Peace 

www.bsholom.org  

Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant               

spiritual home of Conservative Judaism in the Mid-South,                                    

where we nurture, transmit, and celebrate our rich heritage and values. 

Sharing Joy on Christmasé 

Thanks to all who baked, packed, or delivered platters of treats to police stations, firehouses, 

emergency rooms, and other locations on Christmas Day. It was a delight to offer a token of 

thanks to those on duty protecting all of us, and it was appreciated 

by our first responders. 

Participants included Marsha Bender, David and Julie Ross, Jill and Scott 

Asher, Erica, Alex, and Leah Aronson, Connie Binkowitz, Marilyn 

Zellner, Suzanne Landau, Charlotte Levitch, Herm Markell, Madelyn and 

Kent Gordon, Diana and Charlie Bresinger, Lisa and Dave Harris, Cheri 

and Marc Rubenstein, Betty Green, Rose Goldfarb, Mildred Kiel, Mariette 

Turetzky, Joan Solomon, Terri Blaiss, Ron Cooper, and Judy Bookman. 

Please note: Sisterhood Shabbat will be rescheduled from February 6. Watch for details! 

Timeless Tunes and Memorable Moments 

Our next monthly late Friday evening services will be held on February 12th. 

This is a one-hour Kabbalat Shabbat and Maôariv service beginning at 7:30 pm 

followed by a lovely Oneg Shabbat. Familiar tunes from the ó80s  help us blend 

tradition with a new approach to welcoming Shabbat to Beth Sholom.  

Join us as we raise our voices and our spirits on February 12th. 

Congregational Shabbat Dinner:  Keeping it Simple 

Beginning Friday, March 5th, Beth Sholom will begin a new monthly tradition of 

Shabbat dinner for our congregational family.   Join us for Kabbalat Shabbat 

Services at 6pm in the Arie Becker Chapel followed by dinner in the social hall.  

The menus will be simple and the price reasonable so that anyone who would 

like a place to enjoy Shabbat in a family setting can partake.   Watch for further 

details! 



Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday coming up?  

Beth Sholom honors our membersô birthdays and 

anniversaries on the third Shabbat of the month.   

Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat is February 20. 

Share the celebration and co-sponsor the Kiddush 

luncheon during the month of your birthday or 

anniversary  

Call the office at 683-3591 to reserve a space on 

the sponsor list for $36.  
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Stumble Upon - when you type those two words into 

Google (go for it!) something potentially interesting 

happens. I'll leave to more educated IT folks to 

explain whatever logo-rhythms are at work [beats 

me]. The Stumble Upon folks ask you to tell them 

the kinds of topics that interest you, and, based upon 

that feedback, certain sites come across your screen. 

I'm reminded by a phrase immediately preceding 

Jacob's ladder dream: vayifga baMakom, vayalen 

sham - he happened upon the place, he bumped into 

the place, he chanced upon the place. 

Jacob couldn't have planned his transformative 

dream any more than we could determine what we'll 

dream next. He was open to whatever possibilities, 

whatever truths were waiting to be perceived. Upon 

awaking, the next morning, Jacob exclaims: ma nora 

hamakom hazeh -  how awesome is this place, how 

overwhelmingéthis is the gate of Heaven! He 

names that spot beit el, the House of God.  

One of the rabbis' favorite names for God 

is haMakom, The Place, the ultimate place of reality. 

When we comfort someone who has lost a relative 

we say: haMakom yenachem etchem - may God 

comfort you.  

Each of us could easily be Jacob, entering into the 

dream-world portal when we fall asleep. The truths 

that go along with life - the turns in the road, the 

struggles and shortfalls, the joyous surprises, the 

boring patches of various errands (from late 

night tech-support to buying groceries to gassing 

up the car to doing homeworké) - all those bits 

we learn along the way are revelations (well, 

maybe not "capital R" type revelationsé) about 

being alive. People write books and make 

movies and create art about life lessons, but, for 

the most part it's a Stumble Upon sort of affair. 

Maybe God (or the Universe) randomly doles 

out the experiences, maybe there's a subtle much

-bigger-than-us feedback loop that drives the Big 

Picture. I'm reluctant to pretend any certain 

knowledge in that regard. Whatever the case, 

plan as we might, Stumble Upon is what we 

have. For some that is uncomfortable. For others, 

adventure calls.   Be Here Now. 

     

    Rabbi Aaron 

From the Rabbi: Stumble Upon 

Thanks to our sponsorsé 
 

We appreciate the sponsors of our 

January Birthday & Anniversary  

Kiddush lunches! 

Sarah Aronson 

Barry Finkelstein 

David Harris 

Mitch Hodus 

Marc Lerner 

Rose Morrison 

David Sabin 

Harvey Seligman 

Dana Shefsky 

Sanford Shefsky 
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Itôs hard to believe that itôs already February and 

Purim is right around the corner!  

This monthôs Junior Congregation will be held on 

Shabbat morning, February 13th, at 10:30am.  Come 

play Jewpardy:  Purim Edition and see if you have the 

right questions to the answers!    

Kadimaniks (Grades 6-8) can look forward to the 

Happy Hippie Holiday Happening just in time for 

Purim!!  Join us Saturday night, February 20th, at 7 

p.m. in the Youth Lounge for spin art, food, movies 

and a 60s music trivia contest! 

Our USYers will be traveling to Atlanta March 12-14 

for their Spring Subregional Convention.  Mark your 

calendars for October 29-31 for USY Fall Subregional 

Convention right here at Beth Sholom!!  We need lots 

of volunteers so please let Sharon Prager know if you 

can help with convention and please offer to host 

some of these awesome teenagers in your homeéeven 

if you donôt have a teen in your home already!! 

Y
O

U
T

H
 

CORNER 

At last years Celebration of Jewish Learning, we had 6 

fantastic kids earn the Arie Becker Honor Society 

Award.  I set a goal at that time to double the number 

of recipients this year. All Beth Sholom Synagogue 3rd-

12th graders are eligible.  If your child is in a day school 

or religious school, he/she has probably already 

fulfilled all the requirements.  Each child is awarded a 

plaque in front of the congregation and their name is 

inscribed on the plaque that is permanently displayed at 

Beth Sholom.  Please pick up a form at the synagogue 

office and feel free to work with your son/daughter 

towards this very meaningful award. 

 BôShalom 

   Sharon 

      

All Beth Sholom Synagogue 3rd through 12th graders are invited           

to participate in the 

ARIE BECKER HONOR SOCIETY 
 

Students are eligible on an annual basis. 

This honor celebrates many Judaic principles that we teach year after year to our children. 

Requirements must be completed in four areas: 

Mitzvot (community service) 

Tzedakah/Gômilut Hasidim (charity and acts of loving kindness) 

Avodah (prayer & Torah study at a Jewish secondary or day school) 

Independent Study (Judaic book report/art project) 

Many of these requirements may already be accomplished in your everyday life and as a student in a 

Jewish day school or religious school program. 

Just complete the requirements and the application and you will be a member. 

In achieving this award, your name is permanently displayed at the synagogue, and you are honored 

with a plaque at the Celebration of Jewish Learning in May 2010. 

Special recognition given to students receiving this honor for five years. 

Application forms are available in the Beth Sholom office. 

Deadline for application submittal is April 2, 2010. 

Questions?  Contact Sharon Prager, Youth Activities Director  

at 683-3591 ext. 212 or email sharon@bsholom.org  

mailto:sharon@bsholom.org
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Weôre on Facebook!  
If you are a member of Facebook, search for Beth Sholom Synagogue ï 

Memphis, TNðand become a fan.  

If you are not a member of Facebook, become a member 

so you can become a fan.   

Weôll be regularly posting valuable information about all that is happening  

at Beth Sholom:  www.facebook.com 

Beth Sholom needs your help 

delivering food to members 

sitting shivah or to those who 

are ill. 

     Want to help?  

Call Dot Bilsky 

at 754-0443! 

Mazel Tov! 

Beth Sholom wishes 

Mazel Tov to Susan 

and Skip Rossen on the 

birth of their new 

granddaughter, and to 

Goldie Burson on the 

birth of her new great-

granddaughter, Sophie 

Gabriella Rossen, born 

December 16, 2009, in 

Norwalk, CT. Proud parents are Lindsey and David Rossen and 

maternal grandparents are Bev and David Weinberg  and maternal 

great grandmother is Ella Goodman, all of Louisville, KY. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Becca & Joseph Roberts are the 

parents of a son born on  

December 23, 2009, in Baltimore, 

MD.  Edward Kol Roberts is the 

grandson of Esther Roberts and  

the great grandson of Myra and 

Murray Alperin.   

 

Joey Notowich was recently elected Regional Aleph Godel 

(President) of this region of AZA. Joey is the son of Scott and Jill 

Notowich grandson of Herb and Marilyn Notowich.  

Lifelong Jewish Learning at 

Beth Sholom offers something 

for everyone! 

There are many opportunities to learn and grow 

through our variety of Lifelong Jewish Learning 

offerings at Beth Sholom.  

 

Limmud : Every Wednesday evening Rabbi 

Rubinstein leads a discussion of The Torah of 

Relationships. A roundtable approach is used 

and everyone's participation is vital to the 

experience. Participants explore a range of 

Jewish and secular texts that relate to various 

aspects of human relationships. This group 

meets in the Arie Becker Chapel 

 

Lunch & Learn :  Rabbi Rubinstein leads a 

discussion on the Torah portion of the week. 

Using the collaborative approach, everyone is 

encouraged to help analyze the Torah portion. 

Bring your own dairy or pareve lunch. This 

group meets in the Beth Sholom Board Room 

Adult Hebrew Class:  Hebrew class with Judy 

Holzer meets on Thursdays at 4:30pm, and 

Hebrew with Rabbi Aaron is scheduled for 

Sunday mornings at 10am. 

http://www.facebook.com
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The No Brainer Club Needs New Members and More Ideas 

We should all be very proud that we met our 2009 annual appeal goal, but we also have other ways to help us meet 

the financial needs of the synagogue.  One of these ways is our grocery card program.  We receive 5% of each dollar 

we spend at Kroger Stores, and we have found this an easy way to help our synagogue, a No Brainer as we call it.  

However, only about 50 of our members are using their Kroger cards to help Beth Sholom.  In addition, our 

Schnucks cards now only pay from 1 to 3% of dollars spent there.  All of this means that we must have more 

members for our No Brainer Club who will use their Kroger (and Schnucks) cards for Beth Sholom. 

We are receiving money from our Bensingers Cleaners program and from igive.com.  Some people did their 

Chanukah shopping on the internet and found the many stores listed on igive.com to make their purchases.  Thanks 

for your help. 

We will still have our annual appeal in 2010, but if we keep on track, we will not ask for an increase in your pledge. 

In addition we are planning other fund raisings during the year to meet our goal of $35,000.  We want these to be fun 

for everyone involved.  If we meet the $35,000 target, and our stay within our budget numbers, Beth Sholom will 

have a balanced budget year.  This is our goal and we are determined to make it, but we need your help.  There are 

several fund raising ideas on the table now, and others are welcome. 

Please contact Sandy Lipman with any ideas or to volunteer to help.  This isnôt an easy task, but it can be done!  

Letôs all pitch in and make this 2010 our very best year yet! 

Thanks to all who have been leading davening on Shabbat mornings. They 

have performed beautifully, but they need your help. We need a few more 

people to volunteer and spread the responsibility around so that no one 

person will be asked to lead more than once every couple of months.  

What can you do? Step up and volunteer! Allen Israel has offered to teach 

people to perform this mitzvah. Shabbat services are broken up into four 

parts, and you can choose to do more or less to fit your comfort level.  

If you are interested in helping Beth Sholom in this way, please call Herb 

Slovis at 755-2687 or e-mail herbslovis@comcast.net.  Youôll be joining a 

very important and meaningful volunteer team! 

PURIM PLANS AT BETH SHOLOM:  FEB. 27th & 28thturday,  
 

Saturday, February 27th 

6:30pm:  Minchah / Maôariv / Havdalah in the Arie Becker Chapel followed by the Traditional Reading of the Megillah 

The ñHappy Hamentaschen Hourò with Sweets and Schnapps will take place in the Community Court 

NO CHARGE  & DEFINITELY ADULT FRIENDLY 

 

Sunday, February 28th 

8:00am:  Sunday Shacharit in the Arie Becker Chapel followed by our 2nd Traditional Reading of the Megillah 

10:00am:  A special Kid-Friendly Megillah Reading in the Arie Becker Chapel  

10:30am ï 12:00noon:  Annual Beth Sholom Purim Carnival in the Social Hall  

$5 per child (Club Sholom and Kadima Members get in for Free!) 

 

1:00pm: Pot Luck Dairy / Pareve Purim Seudah Festive Meal - Costumes Optional! 

Your Pot Luck Contribution is your Entry Fee 

 

Watch for Further Details 

mailto:herbslovis@comcast.net

