
Memphis, TennesseeðFebruary 2009ð 7 Shevat to 4 Adar 5769 

Kol Sholom      
Beth Sholom Synagogueôs Voice of Peace 

www.bsholom.org  

Our Mission: Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant               

spiritual home of Conservative Judaism in the Mid-South,                                    

where we nurture, transmit, and celebrate our rich heritage and values. 

Starbucks Coffee provided by Royal Cup Coffee, a Starbucks licensee and distributor. 

 

Timeless Tunes and Memorable Moments 

February 13 will be the first of our monthly late Friday evening 

servicesð a one-hour Kabbalat Shabbat and Maôariv service 

beginning at 7:30 pm followed by a lovely and  elaborate Oneg 

Shabbat. Familiar tunes from the 80s will help us blend tradition 

with a new approach to welcoming Shabbat to Beth Sholom.  

Join us as we raise our voices and our spirits on February 13. 

February 7 is Starbucks Shabbat! 
Start the morning off with some thought-provoking  Torah study, a cup 

of hot coffee, and a little something to go with it. Hot chocolate and tea 

will be served for those who do not drink coffee. 

9:15am in the Social Hall, followed by Shacharit at 10am in the 

Sanctuary. Our February Starbucks Shabbat is sponsored by an 

anonymous supporter of adult education at Beth Sholom.              

 Beauty, Brains, and Brawn: The New World Balabuste 

Join the members of Sisterhood and explore the meaning of Shabbat                                     

with the women of Beth Sholom. 

February 28 at 9:15am 

Sisterhood Shabbat 2009 is co-chaired by Janet Light and Sharon Prager. Donôt miss it! 
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Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday coming up?  

Beth Sholom honors our membersô birthdays and 

anniversaries on the third Shabbat of the month.     

The February Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat is 

February 21. 

Share the celebration and co-sponsor the Kiddush 

luncheon on your special third Shabbat!  

Call the office at 683-3591 to reserve a space               

on the co-sponsor list for $36.  

Itôs your day! Letôs party! 

From the Rabbi: Building For Depth 

As I sit in a crowded airport gate in Atlanta's massive 

Hartsfield International, I'm struck by all the individuals 

zipping to and fro. Tens of thousands of travelers, 

people checking their pda's (just like me!), lots of phone 

conversations, a few readers here and there, lines of 

Starbucks junkies awaiting their beverage-based attitude 

adjustment, and, of course, that ubiquitous mantra 

announcing: "threat level is Orange (have a nice day)." 

Airports are unusual places filled with people, devoid   

of community. Airports are not about where we are; 

they're about getting someplace else - and filling the 

void (our growling bellies, our restless minds) as we 

wait to board. 

So, here I sit, filling some time, sharing a thought... 

Among the hallmarks of modernity (as it plays out in 

American culture) is the  focus on the individual and on 

the moment at hand. The bonds of community are 

weakened, and when community is fragile we face a 

steep uphill challenge as we strive to nurture meaningful 

relationships. 

Case in point: Interfaith Thanksgiving celebrations... 

Clergy meet several weeks before the event, they look 

over the outline from the year before (maybe a few 

years' worth), and fill in the blanks. Which choir will 

sing, what songs will be sung, which preacher will 

deliver the homily, which charities will benefit from the 

money and food being brought to the event, who will 

host? In a nutshell...paint by number. The event has a 

predictable feel. Of course, there's something highly 

commendable about the annual gathering, the songs, the 

words of thanks. 

But, truth to tell, things get boring, and while we might 

even remember the smiling strangers we encountered last 

year, the sense of community is quite thin. This past 

November the clergy planning process was a clear 

illustration of just how worn-out such a program can 

become. Most of the clergy couldn't attend the meeting, 

and most of the absent clergy were too busy to respond in 

any fashion to either the host or any other fellow leaders. 

That's a pretty sad snapshot of broken community. 

How can we build something deeper, something that will 

address our need for relationship and community? 

On January 10, our guest darshan was Reverend Brad 

Thomas. I was a guest at a Macon Bar Mitzvah, catching 

up with old friends, enjoying a lovely simcha. I heard Brad 

was excellent. But beyond the benefit of exposing our 

kehilla to some fresh perspective on Torah from our 

Christian friends, I had something else in mind. Wesleyan 

Hills United Methodist (neighbors of Baron Hirsch) is one 

of our long-standing Thanksgiving partners. My aim is for 

us - one program at a time - to explore opportunities for 

deeper community.  

We are working on an interfaith seder involving Brad's 

Church along with a few other Church communities. I 

sincerely hope you consider joining us. We all will learn 

from each other, celebrate together, maybe even come 

home feeling challenged, fulfilled, intrigued. When 

Thanksgiving 2009 rolls around we will certainly be 

sharing a service with a few other congregations. But, with 

a bit of effort, that event might transcend its current paint-

by-number limitations. It's about building deeper, about 

searching for ways to listen and share, break bread 

together (of course!), and fashion real kehilla. 

 

Shalom, Rabbi Aaron 
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Keep swiping those gift cards! 

Join in this great opportunity to raise money for Beth Sholom! Schnucks and Kroger give Beth Sholom 5% of 

everything you spend on groceries and gas at no cost to you. Youôll also save money  at the gas pump at both Kroger 

and Schnucks. 

Make shopping really easy this year and get your gift cards for a wide variety of shops and 

restaurants at Kroger. You can buy them with your Kroger card and the managerôs approval.  

Donôt have your Kroger and Schnucks cards yet? Get them now in the synagogue office! Pick up 

your gift cards at the synagogue or have them mailed directly to you!  Please call the Beth 

Sholom office (683-3591) or Sandy Lipman (754-3705) for more information. 

Load those cards and earn $$$  for Beth Sholom! 

Our Annual Appeal 

Many thanks go to you the members of Beth Sholom Synagogue this year for the tremendous support you gave to our 

annual appeal.  Although the economic situation is gloomy and our synagogue has gone through many changes, our 

members stepped up to the plate and donated more than $114,000.  This is the second highest amount raised by an 

annual appeal and we should all be proud of ourselves for this strong effort. Thanks go to the following for their support, 

and please forgive us if we have left anyone out. 

Richard and Phyllis Abraham 

Rosa Lee Abraham 

Steven Abramowitz and  

 Michelle Morgan 

Sarah and Ben Alexander 

Lon and Samantha Alperin 

Murray and Myra Alperin 

Erica and Alex Aronson 

Daniel and Jody Becker 

Mitchell and Marsha Bender 

Ira and Janice Berlin 

Marvin and Pat Bernatsky 

Byron and Julie Besser 

Stanley and Dot Bilsky 

Charles and Connie Binkowitz 

Michael and Terry Blaiss 

Madeleine Bluestein 

Judith Bookman 

Barbara Borodkin 

Maury and Mary Bronstein 

Shirley Brown 

Barry and Susan Chase 

James and Alka Cohen 

Jay and Hallie Cohen 

Robert and Sheila Cohen 

Ron Cooper 

Rachel Cornette 

Arnold and Mieneke Drake 

Regina Duberstein 

Leona Dunsky 

Anice Engelman 

Bill and Leslie Fargotstein 

Joshua and Rachel Feinman 

Bruce and Sylvia Feldbaum 

Jesse and Vera Feldman 

Kathie Fox 

Sandy Friedman 

Suzanne Friedman 

Judith Frisch 

Herbert and Marlene Gerson 

Alvin and Cynthia Gingold 

Wesley and Rose Goldfarb 

Evelyn Goler 

Robert and Tara Gordon 

Edward and Betty Green 

Marc Greenberg 

Michael and Rayna Greenberg 

Lauren Grossman 

Ronald and Mimi Grossman 

Gordon and Shirley Gruen 

Johnnie Hadley 

Gilbert and Beverly Halpern 

Martin and Angela Halpern 

Ron and Myrna Halpern 

Leon and Barbara Hellman 

Julian and Celia Hirsch 

Mitchell and Hilary Hodus 

Allen and Kay Iskiwitz 

Allen and Jeri Israel 

Arthur and Barbara Jacobs 

Gary and Cheryl Kaplan 

Saul and Bene Kaplan 

Michael and Kathryn Kastan 

Jeffrey and Larissa Kay 

Lewis and Beverly Kay 

Carol Kloville 

Minette Kochman 

Alan and Susan Kosten 

Mildred Krasner 

Aaron Lancaster 

Bruce and Susanne Landau  

Gregg and Lynn Landau 

Lat and Leslie Landau 

Reed Landau and Shelley Robbins 

Steve and Diane Leib 

Michael and Michele Less 

Charlotte Levitch 

Janet Light 

Carol Lipman 

Clifton and Sandra Lipman 

Sheryl Lipman 

Lori Lipscomb 

Bess Lubin 

Cele Lubin 

Steve Lubin 

Brad and Sally Magdovitz 

Jerome and Barbara Magdovitz 

Jerome and Evelyn Makowsky 

Reed Malkin and Diane Benson 

Norris and Henri Marcus 

 Herman and Sally Markell 

Deanna and Andy McAlexander 

David and Susan Moinester 

Anthony and Rachel Morrison 

Rose Morrison 

Mark and Arlene Myers 

Alan and Zoe Nadel 

Bruce and Barbara Newman 

Joan Newman 

Alvin and Marcia Notowich 

Herbert and Marilyn Notowich 

Scott and Jill Notowich 

Jon and Lindsey Olswanger 

Max and Barbara Ostrow 

Lyda Parker 

Richard and Gail Phillips 

Maury and Elaine Radin 

Stanley and Judy Rosenblum 

David and Rose Ross 

Richard and Susan Ross 

Marc and Cheri Rubenstein 

Rabbi Aaron and Sharona 

 Rubinstein 

Mark and Rhonda Saslawsky 

Sheldon and Kay Saslawsky 

Donald and Harriet Schaffer 

Russell and Christine Scheinberg 

Edwin and Nadolyn Schoenfeld 

Anna Schultz 

Jonathan and Andrea Scilken 

Monica Segal 

Harvey Seligman 

Irvin and Deanna Serenco 

Scott and Jill Shanker 

Rena Shankman 

Robert Shankman and Amy Hertz 

Stephen and Rachel Shankman 

Norman Shapiro 

Sanford and Dana Shefsky 

Alayne Shoenfeld 

Barry Shulkin and Patresha Mandel 

Jerry and Gloria Siegel 

Stacy and Jeremy Siegler 

Richard and Suzanne Simons 

Amy Israel Slovis 

Herbert and Sara Slovis 

Joan Solomon 

Solomon Solomon 

Dan Spector 

Lauren Spiegel 

Harold and Margie Steinberg 

Kenneth and Jill Steinberg 

Ruth Taube 

Robert Todd 

Joel and Mariette Turetzky 

Michael and Andrea Uiberall 

Daniel and Keri Unowsky 

Marc and Maya Wank 

Betsy and Spencer Weinblatt-Lynch 

Irving and Jeanne Weiss 

Morris and Anne Weiss 

Kimberly and David Wichlan 

Donald and Pat Zeitlin 

Stanley and Marilyn Zellner 

Ellen Ziskind 

Steve and Reva Ziskind 

Stanley and Barbara Zitron 

 



The Beth Sholom family expresses sincere condolences on the passing of  Leon Less, father of      

Michael Less; Barry Berlin, brother of  Ira Berlin; and Raphael Maurice Brog, brother of Barbara Zitron. 

Esta Katz Fargotstein has also passed away. She was the mother of  Bill Fargotstein, Shep 

Fargotstein, Emily Fargotstein Poe and Gayle Fargotstein of Memphis, Susan Theran of Brookline, 

Massachusetts, and Laura Fargotstein-Riskind of Fairfax, Virginia. Condolences on the passing of 

Donald Felsenthal, who leaves his wife, Michelle Felsenthal and sons, Peter, Jimmy, and 

Sandy Felsenthal; and Muriel Zuckerman, mother of Ronni Kirsch. 

John Ueleke of Legacy Wealth 

Management helped facilitate the 

transactions. ñJohn made it 

possible for us to use this option.  

He is clearly attuned to the benefits 

and made it obvious to Saul and 

me that this was a great option for 

us. So, when we decided to use  

the IRA Rollover option again   

this year it was really easy and finished with a few 

phone calls,ò she concluded. 

ñWe are so grateful to Bene and Saul Kaplan for their 

generosity and continued support of Beth Sholom.  

Using the IRA Rollover option is a perfect way to use 

pretax dollars to pay for commitments such as dues or 

for the annual appeal,ò notes Beth Sholom President 

Rose Morrison. 

If you would like more information about how you can 

take advantage of the IRA charitable rollover provision 

and support Beth Sholom, please contact Sandy 

Lipman, vice president of endowments at 754-3705 or 

the Jewish Foundation of Memphis at 901-374-0400 or 

email laura.linder@jewishfoundationofmemphis.org. 
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Beth Sholom Benefits from Donation 

Made Through IRA Charitable Rollover  

 

Come check out the Beth Sholom 

Judaica Shop 
for all your shopping needs!  

Gifts, ritual items, Bônai Mitzvah registry, and gift certificates! 
 

Open during Synagogue business hours.  

 All proceeds support Beth Sholom Religious School  

and youth programming. 

Using money from a mature Individual Retirement Asset 

(IRA) fund, Bene and Saul Kaplan chose to take 

advantage of the IRA Charitable Rollover recently 

extended as part   of the Emergency Economic 

Stabilization Act passed in October of this year.  The act 

allows individuals who are   70 ½ and older to use 

retirement assets to make a current charitable gift.  These 

gifts are not subject to income tax because they are not 

included in your  gross income. 

This is not the first time the Kaplans have used this 

charitable giving option.  ñWe heard about the IRA 

Rollover in 2006 from Laura Linder at the Jewish 

Foundation of Memphis.  We chose the option at that  

time to support the Beth Sholom Endowment,ò   

explained Bene. 

The Beth Sholom Endowment is held at the Jewish 

Foundation of Memphis and includes the Kaplan 

Challenge, a program that matches donations to the 

endowment fund to further to meet the needs of the shul. 

mailto:laura.linder@jewishfoundationofmemphis.org
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Notes from Rose 

Junior Congregation returns to Beth Sholom! 
3rd grade and upð2nd Saturday of each month 

Beth Sholom Chapelð10:15am 
 

 

March 14 Come find out what a Candy Service is all about! 

April 11 Passover Costume Service 

  Why should Purim have all the fun?!  Come dressed 

   as your favorite Passover character or plague! 

May 9 Junior Congregation hits the big time!   

  Beth Sholom Youth Service and Celebration of Jewish Learning 

  9:15am in the main sanctuary 

June 13 Schoolôs out!  Letôs Play!  Check out our Toy Service 

  for some Shabbat morning fun! 

July 11 Beat the Heat with a Beach Service! Sunglasses, hats and  

  Hawaiian shirts!  Donôt forget your sunscreen!            

 

I hope everyone had a very Happy New Year and that 

2009 will bring success to all. I am pleased to be working 

with a Board of Directors with varied ages, interests, and 

talents. Together we will strive to bring the highest 

quality programming to our shul, following the successes 

of 2008 with an even bigger, better, and stronger 2009. 

The past year brought a more Hamish religious 

experience, innovative programming, more involvement 

by the ñOld Enough to Know Betterò group, the Tots, and 

now the ñ50 is the new 30ò group. We introduced 

Starbucks Shabbat, a pre-Kol Nidre dinner, and continued 

with the tried and true. We got into the habit of bringing a 

can of food for the Food Bank every time we walked into 

shul. We hope that 2009 will see so many cans of food 

that we will feel that we have reduced the number of 

neighbors who go to bed hungry every night. 

In spite of a very challenging financial year, we had a 

successful Annual Appeal, and we reduced our debt to 

the lenders from $750,000 to $180,000. In 2008 we also 

saw our line of credit eliminated by the sale of the cell 

tower easement on our cemetery. 

Sharon Prager became our Religious School 

Administrator. She has energized a vibrant religious 

school, and under her direction, the youth lounge was 

painted and decorated. We started a very active Kadima 

group and we continue with a successful USY chapter. 

Eight of our children traveled to Kadima convention in 

Atlanta and USY President Matthew Schwimmer attended 

USYôs International Convention in Washington, DC. 

Jeffrey Kay, David Ross, and I went to Boca Raton, 

Florida, to the USCJ Convention, where our own David 

Ross was installed as the new Vice President for the 

Western Council. We are working with USCJ to 

strengthen our relationship, which will offer support in so 

many areas of synagogue life. 

A committee is in the process of developing a job 

description for a youth director to enhance our religious 

school as well as youth programming. This will be a 

priority for 2009. 

Sadly, we lost three founding family membersðIda Fink, 

Henry Samuels, and Thelma Appelson. We welcomed six 

babies into our immediate Beth Sholom familyðAlaina 

Feinman, Meredith Eden Hodus, Benjamin Romano, Jack 

Shanker, Sydney Shefsky, and Ari Benjamin Usdanð

along with babies born to extended family members. 

As we say good-bye to 2008, we welcome 2009ðfrom 

strength to strength! 

    Rose 
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Beth Sholom kids and parents had a blast painting 

our newly renovated Youth Room in January.  

Children of all ages are looking forward to 

spending time there -  hanging out, playing the Wii 

and enjoying the many toys and books.  Please join 

us on Sunday, February 22, at 10:30am as we 

formally dedicate the room, affix the mezuzot, and 

celebrate the youth of Beth Sholom. 

January also saw the first meeting of Club Sholom 

(3rd-5th graders).  Pizza, Wii and party games made 

for a fun-filled Saturday night.  USY (9th-12th 

graders) held their SA/TO Movie Night where the 

teens bid on what movie they wanted to watch and 

the funds went to Social Action/Tikkun Olam.  

Kadima (6th-8th graders) are anxiously awaiting 

their lock-in on February 7 and 8. Itôs wonderful to 

have so much energy in the shul! 

Religious School is busy working on their art 

project to be entered in Temple Israelôs Eco-Expo 

on February 8.  Our 7th graders and up have been 

enjoying visiting the Memphis Jewish High School 

once a month for their Kesher Konnection and 

learning more about deepening their ties to Israel. 

Beginning March 14, Junior Congregation returns 

to Beth Sholom for 3rd graders and up.  We will 

meet the 2nd Shabbat of each month at 10:15am in 

the Chapel.  Please join us for what I hope will be 

fun and educational Shabbat mornings. 

 

   BôShalom, 

    Sharon 
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Youth Calendar: 
 

February 7-8  Kadima Lock-In      5:30pm 

February 22 Youth Room Dedication     10:30 a.m. 

March 8 Beth Sholom Purim Carnival     5-7pm 

March 13-15 8th Grade ñGesherò Regional Convention   Pensacola, FL 

March 14 Junior Congregation ï Candy Service   10:15am 

March 20-22 Ein Gedi  Spring Sub-Regional Convention (USY)  Nashville, TN 

April 5  Beth Sholom USY Pre-Pesach Car Wash and Vacuum 11am-3pm 

April 11 Junior Congregation ï Passover Costume Service  10:15am 

April  24-26 USY Regional Convention     TBA 

May 9  Beth Sholom Youth Shabbat         

   and Celebration of Jewish Learning    9:15am 

June 11 Junior Congregation ï Toy Service    10:15am 

July 11  Junior Congregation ï Beach Service    10:15am 

USYers transformed the Youth Lounge during a day of 

painting and decorating. 


