
Memphis, TennesseeðJanuary 2009ð 5 Tevet to 6 Shevat 5769 

Kol Sholom      
Beth Sholom Synagogueôs Voice of Peace 

www.bsholom.org  

Our Mission: Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant, spiritual home  

of Conservative Judaism in the Mid-South, where we nurture, transmit,  

and celebrate our rich heritage and values. 

Lox Box is coming and we need your help! 
 

Volunteers are needed to assemble the boxes on Wednesday 

afternoon, January 28, beginning at 3:30pm. 

Join us for a ñPacking Partyò on Saturday evening, January 31,      

at 7pm. 

Lox Boxes can be picked up between 8:30 and 10pm 

Saturday night for delivery on Sunday morning. Delivery 

crews are needed for Sunday, February 1. 

 

Call Myra Alperin at 685-0125 to sign up for one or 

more of these volunteer slots. 

Starbucks Coffee provided by Royal Cup Coffee, a Starbucks licensee and distributor. 

 

Join the crowd for Starbucks Shabbat on January 3.  
Start the New Year off with some thought-provoking  Torah 

study, a cup of hot coffee, and a little something to go with it. 

9:15am in the Social Hall, followed by Shacharit at 10am in 

the Sanctuary. See page 7 to learn about the special blessing 

for our 2008 Beth Sholom babies. 

This monthôs Starbucks Shabbat is sponsored by              

Rose Goldfarb in honor of Wesley Goldfarbôs Birthday! 
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Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday coming up?  

Beth Sholom honors our membersô birthdays and 

anniversaries on the third Shabbat of the month.     

The January Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat is 

January 17. 

Share the celebration and co-sponsor the Kiddush 

luncheon on your special third Shabbat!  

Call the office at 683-3591 to reserve a space               

on the co-sponsor list for $36.  

Itôs your day! Letôs party! 

From the Rabbi: Sisyphus   

You may well recall the tragic hero, Sisyphus (a quick 

sketch of the Greek myth is provided by Wikipedia). 

The bottom line that most of us recall is as follows: 

As a punishment from the gods for his trickery, 

Sisyphus was compelled to roll a huge rock up a steep 

hill, but before he could reach the top of the hill, the 

rock would always roll back down again, over his toes 

forcing him to begin again. So, when we describe an 

interminable, hopeless struggle, we might employ the 

adjective "Sisyphean".   

Many of us (perhaps most of us) consider the bloody 

never-ending conflict between Israel and her neighbors 

to be just such a hopeless quagmire, a source of eternal 

heartache. In parashat Vayishlach, we come upon a 

tense and awkward reconciliation between Ya'acov and 

Esav. Twenty years earlier, Ya'akov fled to the house of 

uncle Lavan. What would the brothers say to each other 

after all this? 

They run toward each other and embrace. The text tells 

us that Esav kissed Ya'akov - "vayishak lo"! But the 

Masoretes, those scholars who shaped and transmitted 

our Hebrew text, are more than a little skeptical. In the 

Torah scrolls we read, over the work "vayishak" (and he 

kissed), there are a series of diamonds, staring at us in 

protest - as if to say: do you really believe that these two 

struggling brothers could bury the hatchet and move 

forward? Rashi suggests that we emend "vayishak" to 

"vayishach" - and he bit  him! One of our Talmudic 

sages proclaimed: Halacha - Esav soneh l'Ya'akov; it's a 

law (of Nature), a constant - Esav (the Gentile) hates 

Jacob (the Jew).  

The burials of the slain in 

Mumbai are behind us. 

Terrorists continue to 

detonate themselves in 

their quest to drown us in 

chaos. Diplomats offer 

discussions and more 

discussions. There are 

initiatives and proposals. 

Around and around. In our 

book club we recently 

discussed Jeffrey Goldberg's 

book, "Prisoners." The book, 

very well-written, left us all 

pretty depressed. A faint ray of hope lights the closing 

pages, as Goldberg and his friend Rafiq Hijazi maintain 

some (however tenuous) bond in the midst of all the 

desolation around them. 

It's very difficult to resist the cynical conclusion that 

reconciliation is a naive pipe dream. And yet, we pray for 

peace every day - morning and evening. God is in charge 

of ordering things and establishing harmony in Heaven. 

We, however, are tasked with the (Sisyphean?) mandate to 

pursue shalom. It is tempting to leave the boulder at the 

bottom of the hill. But hope (which is really about a 

dogged refusal to surrender) beckons us to rebuild, to 

battle the darkness with light.  

One day (who knows when?) Esav will not go for 

Ya'akov's jugular. One day they will embrace as brothers. 

 

   Rabbi Aaron 
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Please join me at Beth Sholom on     

Sunday, January 11, at 10:30am.              

No appointment necessary.  Just  drop by ï 

tell me what you like ï tell me what you 

would like to see changed!  Bring your 

ideas.  I look forward to seeing you. 

 

    Rose 

Sunday with Rose 

Keep swiping those gift cards! 

Join in this great opportunity to raise money for Beth Sholom! Schnucks and Kroger give Beth 

Sholom 5% of everything you spend on groceries and gas at no cost to you. Youôll also save money  

at the gas pump at both Kroger and Schnucks. 

Make shopping really easy this year and get your gift cards for a wide variety of shops and 

restaurants at Kroger. You can buy them with your Kroger card and the managerôs approval.  

Donôt have your Kroger and Schnucks cards yet? Get them now in the synagogue 

office! Pick up your gift cards at the synagogue or have them mailed directly to 

you!  Please call the Beth Sholom office (683-3591) or Sandy Lipman (754-3705) 

for more information. 

Load those cards and earn $$$  for Beth Sholom! 

 

Enjoy eating out? Looking for 

some fun activities? 

Sisterhood is selling the Memphis Citipass 

book featuring coupons for Memphis 

restaurants as well as interesting attractions 

and places to go. 

The books sell for $20 and are available at 

the Synagogue.  

Get yours today! 

You oughta be in pictures! 

Old Enough to Know Better is having a Movie Sing-Along on Tuesday, January 20 at 

6:30pm.  The cost is $8 per person. Call the office at 683-3591for a reservation and 

please tell us who you would like to sit with and if you need a ride. 

The committee includes Rosalee Abraham, Myra Alperin, Marcia 

Bender, Dot and Stanley Bilsky, Kathy Fox, Suzanne Friedman, Judy 

Frisch, Rose Goldfarb, Betty Green, Beverly Halpern, Leon and Barbara 

Hellman, Gloria Kahn, Beverly and Lewis Kay, Leslie Landau, Sondra 

Lazarus, Charlotte Levitch, Carol and Matthew Lybanon, Barbara 

Magdovitz, Joan Newman, Marilyn and Herb Notowich, Harriet and Don Schaffer, Darlene and Oscar 

Shefsky, Mariette and Joel Turetzky, Anne Weiss, and Marilyn Zellner. 



A will bequest is the simplest 

way to make a gift to ensure Beth 

Sholomôs continuity after your 

lifetime. You may name the 

synagogue as a beneficiary in 

your will for a specific amount, or 

you may state the bequest in 

terms of a percentage of your estate or in terms of 

the residue, or  unused portion, of your estate. Your 

taxable estate is reduced by the amount of the 

charitable bequest. 

For more information on how you can establish a 

deferred gift to Beth Sholom Synagogue or to 

benefit   a particular program at the synagogue, 

please contact your financial advisor or estate-

planning attorney, Sandy Lipman, vice president  

of endowments at 754-3705 or Laura Linder at the 

Jewish Foundation of Memphis at 374-0400. 

Many of us who have been affected by the current 

challenging economic times wish we could continue to 

help our favorite charitable organizations.  Well, the 

truth is, you can.   

While we would all like to do our part to ensure Beth 

Sholomôs continued strength and viability, we must also 

meet a variety of personal financial demands that may 

inhibit our ability to make a significant current 

commitment. For these reasons, it may be wise to 

consider making a deferred gift to Beth Sholom.   

When you make a deferred gift, you are helping secure 

the future of our Jewish community. And you have the 

satisfaction of knowing today what a difference your gift 

will make to the future of the congregation. Yet your gift 

does not take effect until after your lifetime.   
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Canôt Give Now?   

Consider Giving Later. 

Rubinsteinsõ Rockinõ Ruach 

Tu BõShvat Seder 

   

Friday, January 16 at 6pm  
 

The Young Families Committee presentsé 

Fun, interactive services with  

Rabbi Aaron & Miss Sharona  

for children 0 -8 yrs. old & their families  

    followed by a vegetarian lasagna 

dinner & lots of fruit!*  

$10 adults   $5 children  

RSVP to 683 -3591 or cheryl@bsholom.org by Tuesday, January 13  

 

Members, Non - Members, & All Ages Welcome!  
*Please bring new or gently used coats, hats or gloves  for Coleman Elementary  
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Notes from Rose 

 

I can hardly believe a year has passed since I started 

my presidency at Beth Sholom. Looking back, and 

looking forward, I see many changes.  Most 

importantly, I see our coming together to form a more 

viable, spiritual home.  We have seen so many 

interesting programs, learning opportunities, and a 

much more hamish feeling to our services. 

Along with all this, it seems we are constantly asking 

for assistance to help us continue to provide all the 

wonderful things we offer, even during a very difficult 

economy.  Sandy Lipman has brought about ways to 

give back to Beth Sholom without cost to you through 

Kroger and Schnucks gift cards and through iGive on 

line shopping.  Other ways you have given back are 

through volunteering your time.  We would be unable 

to do this without you.  As I said in my High Holiday 

speech, we need YOU! 

I was struck by the following article that appeared on 

the presidentôs listserv in December.  We, too, struggle 

with  minyan attendance.  Please take the time to read 

what I hope you find to be a very important message.  

Let it play a part in the life of your family.  I think you 

will find that the beneficiary will be YOU ï you will be 

receiving far more than you will be giving.  

      

   Rose 

Date: Wed. 3 Dec., 2008 

From:  Joel & Gail 

Subject:  Re:  minyan attendance 

A WORD ABOUT MINYAN 

Nearly all of us know the searing pain of losing a loved 

one. Anyone who has suffered a grievous loss and who 

has performed the ritual of the Mourners Kaddish with 

any regularity comes to realize a gentle, slow relief of 

oneôs seemingly bottomless heartache. Day by day, week 

by week, then month by month the endless passage of 

time can  ease oneôs pain. So why do we have daily 

minyan? Is it to bother you to come by shul after work or 

in between errands and  shuffling children from one event 

to another? Is it to make you feel guilty? No, in my 

personal view, attending minyan is a mitzvah, available 

to all, a way to allow others who hurt, to help heal their 

dented spirit. It IS an important healing ritual, as 

important as bikkur cholim (visiting the sick) or giving a 

donation in honor of someoneôs simchah.  Please always 

feel free to bring your children to minyan regardless of 

age.  Attending minyan is a demanding, self-sacrificing 

task.  Itôs a form of prayer that emphasizes our 

responsibility for one another and our interlinked fates. 

Minyanim have often helped to keep the Jewish 

community together in isolated areas. We could be living 

in Europe a mere sixty, seventy years ago, but fate has 

dealt us a much better hand.  So please do your best to 

thank God and your fellow congregants by attending a 

minyan ï any minyan. Itôs as important to you as it is to 

the person who is required to say Kaddish.  

 

Message-----From: Synagogue Presidents List 

[mailto:PRESIDENTS@USCJ.ORG]   Jackie Rosenfeld 

 

Come check out the Beth Sholom 

Judaica Shop 
for all your shopping needs!  

Gifts, ritual items, Bônai Mitzvah registry, and gift certificates! 
 

Open during Synagogue business hours.  

 All proceeds support Beth Sholom Religious School  

and youth programming. 




