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Continuing our commitmentPlease contribute to the Food Bank and the Kiddush
ATowers of Foodo centerpieces as we cont
the Mid South Food Bank at our Installation Shabbat January 9, 2010.

Packaged and canned foods recommended include canned protein such as tuna, peanut
butter, macaroni and cheese, vegetables, fruit and fruit juices, and cereals. Your incoming
Board of Directors thank you so much for your support!

Please join Beth Sholom Synagogue's

AN50 1 s t foreDinmeeand a3Movie!
Saturday, January 23, 6:30pm, at the home of
Shelley Robbins and Reed Landau
The cost to attend is $12.50 per person
Your payment is your reservation. Cost at the door is $14.00

Guests can choose to see "Diner, " Wh e

One big evend Three screens! Payment accepted on pay pal through your Evite
or at the Synagogue by check or credit card.

Hope you will join us for this fun-filled evening!

Save the date!

Sisterhood Shabbat will be held on February 6
honoring new member s. Don

Also note that Sisterhood is selling "A Travel Guide for the

Wandering Jew," a handy guide for travelers looking for a place to
pray, kosher food to eat, or lodging close to a shul. It is more than just a listing of places
to see, synagogues, and kosher restaurants. It informs travelers of how to really connect
with the community they are visiting and how they can patrticipate in celebrating Shabbat
or a Jewish holiday away from home. The suggested retail price is $22, but Sisterhood is
selling it for $18 per copy. The books are available at the synagogue while supplies last!

Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant
spiritual home of Conservative Judaism in the Miouth,
where we nurture, transmit, and celebrate our rich heritage and valueq.




From the Rabbi: Rewind , Play, Pausd.ook In the Mirror (Don't
Flinch!), Look Outward Toward a Wider Horizon

As | write these words on Friday morning, the eve of much sitting in a front row seat at
Hanukkah, I'm trying to make sense, meaning of several GPAC, biting my lip, wondering wh
recent experiences. Please bear with me as | try to stitch might have brought along any Africa
together a few seemingly unrelated scenes. -American guests to this Jewish

| communal fundraiser. My friend Micatwho
doesn't just talk the talk with regarding to
communal bridgéuilding - did, in fact, have a few
riends from the AfricarAmerican community with

im. And now, whenever | rewind to that joke in that
auditorium in that contextam deeply ashamed and
angered Plenty of folks laughed at the joke [hey...it's
just a joke, right? | meancome on, where's your sense
of humor?].

Last night at shul | was really lucky to be in the small
chapel, where a powerful conversation was taking place.
A talented panel of speakers assembled a mosaic of sort
glimpses into the evolving and complex Black/Jewish/
Christian/White relationship in our country, and in our
city. One of our speakers gently and firmly helped focus
our minds when she challenged ushatrelationship?"

As Jews we easily slip into selbngratulation and
defensive posturing. Good or bad, it seems to be one of So-when is a joke an obscenity? When is our

the hazards of our identity... "Look, we are good, we do laughter, our tolerance for the joke, our reluctance
care, we mentor kids, we build coalitions, we bring to make a scene an act of complicity?

canned goods..." | wonder: How grating and i

condescending (and, yes, a bit poignant) those words _ ) _

sound to our neighbors. The vast majority of us are, of  It's 2010, my friends even in Memphis. If one of my

course, comfortably cocooned in our suburban shtetl. ~ grandparents [may they rest in peace] made a joke like
A few voices in the room [gently] reminded us that that, or even used that yvordjcould remlnd_myself that
diverse friendships and associations are the fruit of they came from an earlier era, that they didn't mean to be

intention and commitment; we can't wait for mannato  Udly in their speectBut we don't live there anymore.
fall from heaven. And if our cocooned existence leaves us spiritually tone

deaf, if we essentially decide that the folks across the
I tracks can sink in their own social catastropbeause

Yesterday morning | enjoyed a cup of coffee with my it's not our problem then we really have a problem,

friend and colleague Micah, and we recalled something cluelessly staring at us in the mirror. In Pirke Avot we are
recent; a rather unfortunate joke within the Jewtopia reminded that the mitzvot were given to us in order to
performance. Lots of people, mainly Jewish, were on refine us, to uplift our humanity. The hanebrking

hand. In case you missed it, there was a joke which committee that brought us the Bridges and Boundaries
contained a reference to "...sweating likehgartse.." series have lit a beacon for us. Our shul took some real

| remember squirming in my seat. Try as | might to whip steps forward. They are baby steéfise good news, my

out my communicator and tell Scotty: "Beam me up, friends, is that there is no going back

lock onto my coordinates, now!," | knew that | was very Rabbi Aaron
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4 Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday coming up? $

& Beth Sholom honors our meTmDeaTQC}<%i_rttIQda93uQ>|dSp

4 anniversaries on the third Shabbat of the month. We appreciate our Kiddush Sporisors 5

November Anniversaries
2% Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat isJanuary 16. Sharona & Aaron Rubinstein s
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: Sheila & Bob Cohen
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FRAMEWORK FOR EXCELLENCE SCHOOL

| CORNER

T~ Welcome to 2010! What a great year this will be for
|— the youth of Beth Sholom! Your USY Board and

) Advisors have been busy planning programs for USY,
O Kadima and Club Sholom!

>— In December, thanks to our new advisor and driver,

"Happy are they
who dwell in
Your House"

THE UNITED SYNAGOGUE
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Rachel Cornette two of our Kadimaniks had a our Hebrew and Tefillah lessons. Religious School
fantastic time at the Kadima Convention at Camp ~ Would like to giveSanford Shefsky a belated thank
Ramah DaromWatch for news about our Edible you for transporting the huge amount of items in our
Olympics coming in February just in time for the Geniza to the cemetery for us. We could not haveAhad
opening of the actual, but not edible, Winter Olympics® UT  program i f it wasnot f
followed by our Happy Hippie Holiday Happening to  junior Congregation will meet &habbat morning,
celebrate Purim! January 9 at 10:30amOur theme will be Shabbat

Club Sholom, mark your calendars Samuary 9 at Rocks! Come test your musical knowledge with a

7pm for our very own Club Sholom Idol. Bring your Jewish Rock Star quiz and find out more about why the

. . ) . 1 o N
favorite CD to sing along with and try to impressour Shabbat ser vi“a2 gradersarek s ! 0
icel ebrityo judges. welcome and encouraged to join us.

USY rang in the New Ye arWaglillhaye awish ligtfor auoreuthRoogpe e are
Yeards eve party and is |%°lﬁ”!920”‘ﬁqn‘§’rﬁ\4\/'i' rempte gontrglg gnd 3 Mok o \y |
Party and a Purim Costume Party. Our USYers are nunchuks and can always use new games for our kids.
also working hard preparing for USY Fall Subregional Please contact me if you would like to make a donation

Convention this October at Beth Sholom! to our Youth Room.

Religious School will resum&hursday, January 7. Happy New Year! B6Shal om,
We are looking forward to continuing our study of

Danny Siegel 6s Tikkun Ol am curriculumsbarqmll as

Zohar Rubinstein and CamerbtacPhee aKadima

Beth Sholom USYers Front Rowdathan Light, Stephanie  Convention at Camp Ramah Darom.
Nichol, Regional Youth Director, Sharon Prager. Back
Row: Alex Gordon, Jack Dodson, Andrew Dodson.
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