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Kol Sholom      
Beth Sholom Synagogueôs Voice of Peace 

www.bsholom.org  

Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant               

spiritual home of Conservative Judaism in the Mid-South,                                    

where we nurture, transmit, and celebrate our rich heritage and values. 

Timeless Tunes and Memorable Moments 

June 12 will be the next monthly late Friday evening servicesð   

a one-hour Kabbalat Shabbat and Maôariv service beginning at 

7:30 pm followed by a lovely and  elaborate Oneg Shabbat. 

Familiar tunes from the 80s will help us blend tradition with a 

new approach to welcoming Shabbat to Beth Sholom.  

Join us as we raise our voices and our spirits on June 12, when 

the theme will be ñShabbat Summer Surpriseò! 

ñ50 is the new 30ò - Letôs Start our Summer Vacation! 

Sunday, June 7, from 5 to 8pm 

Rhonda and Mark Saslawskyôs Home 

1295 Heron Oaks CoveðMemphis, TN 38120 

$10 per person 

Beth Sholomôs ñ50 is the new 30ò is back to welcome summer! 

Whether you have just sent the kids off to camp, a senior class trip, 

a summer internship or  new job, or grad school, now is the time for 

us to start our summer vacation. Rhonda and Mark Saslawsky are 

opening their home and pool for fish tacos, summer salads, beverages, and 

social time. This is an ñadults onlyò gathering for those between the ages of 40 and 59. 

  

Save the date: Old Enough to Know Better group has planned 

another Bingo night with fun gifts suitable for ñOld Enoughsò    

on Sunday, June 14. Watch for more details! 
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First, a few quick definitions to consideré 

Noun: infection - the detrimental colonization of a host 

organism by a foreign species. 

Adjective: infectious - Easily or readily 

communicated: an infectious laugh. 

Noun 

As of this moment (May 7), the H1N1 virus, commonly 

known as the "swine flu," is one of the hot topics. Photos 

of faces partially hidden by blue masks, emails with 

medical advice, news stories with updated tallies and 

official pronouncements... We tremble at the notion of an 

unfolding plague, some unmatchable foe sweeping us 

away. Plagues - from the Black Plague of the Middle 

Ages, to the devastating Yellow Fever  that struck 

Memphis in the 1870s, to the dramatic novel "The Plague" 

penned by Albert Camus - these stories resonate deeply 

with us, they stir our fears. Within one of our evening 

prayers, the Hashkiveynu, we implore God: v'haser 

mealeynu oyev, dever v'cherev v'ra'av v'yagon - remove 

from us enemies and pestilence, starvation, sword, and 

sorrow. 

Adjective 

While we usually hear the adjective infectious associated 

with disease, we occasionally read or hear a different 

usage. Someone's laugh or smile or upbeat disposition or 

mentschlachkeit could be described as infectious. Our 

sages coined a pair of phrases that speak to the notion of 

an action (good or bad) being readily communicated. 

mitzvah goreret mitzvah; aveira goreret aveira - one 

mitzvah pulls along another in its wake; one transgression 

pulls along another in its wake. 

Our teachers probably meant to teach us that when we 

perform mitzvot, we will probably get into the habit of 

performing more mitzvot, and when we transgress, we can 

easily find ourselves caught in the habit of further 

transgressions. I'd like to suggest another take on the 

ancient saying. One person's mitzvah can have the 

infectious potential of influencing others around him or 

her to create their own mitzvah opportunities. Conversely, 

someone's transgression may have the power of 

influencing others top follow suit. 

Two examples of infectious mitzvot 

1. During the davening this past Pesach, improbable as it 

seems, I encountered mistakes in two different Torahs 

within the space of a few days. Within a few days, both 

Torahs were driven down to Atlanta to Rabbi Danneman, 

a scribe I know from my years in Macon, Georgia. As it 

From the Rabbi: The positive application of contagion 

turns out, one                                                             

Torah was fixable;                                                                      

the other, 

unfortunately, was not.                                                                                           

The fixable Torah was in the                                                     

hands of Jason and LeAnne                                         

Kaplan (Herb and Marlene Gerson's daughter and       

son-in-law).  

[Note: as shlichim - messengers,                                                                                

both Jason and LeAnne and Jason                                           

and Melissa Bloomfield (Rose Ross's son and daughter-

in-law) were part of the mitzvah of fixing a Torah.] 

I explained to Jason that the necessary correction looked 

to be easy. Jason was a step ahead of me. He had already 

spoken with Rabbi Danneman about the possibility of 

Rabbi Danneman helping Jason make the correction 

himself! (Which he did.) Mitzvah goreret mitzvah - a 

mitzvah pulls another mitzvah along in its wake. 

2. Adam Siegler was working on a mitzvah project in 

conjunction with his recently celebrated (parashat Behar 

-Bechukotai) Bar Mitzvah. His creative linking together 

of a few stores enabled many other people - store 

managers, fellow students, members of our kehilla, and 

fellow local Memphians - to participate in the mitzvah 

of battling hunger and expressing our compassion for 

people in need. Sure, he raised a fair bit of money as 

well as several boxes of canned goods. But, more 

important, his mitzvah work was infectious.   

Perhaps H1N1 will prove to be a relatively mild flu,     

or it could return in a more dangerous form. Beyond the 

plagues that describe the transmission of viruses, there 

are other plagues which are no less perniciousð  

plagues such as bigotry and indifference. Doctors 

cannot inoculate us against those kinds of plagues.     

The wisdom of our tradition is as vital to our spiritual 

well being as vaccines are to our physical 

health. Mitzvot are opportunities open to all of us. Once 

we decide that we want to connect to others, to beautify 

a small corner of our world, to be loving - we can then 

be blessed by the infectious nature of mitzvot, and we 

can pass that goodness along. 

   

    Rabbi Aaron 
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Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday 

coming up?  

Beth Sholom honors our membersô birthdays 

and anniversaries on the third Shabbat of   

the month.   

Our next Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat 

celebrations are June 20 and July 18. 

Share the celebration and co-sponsor  the 

Kiddush luncheon on your special  third 

Shabbat!  

Call the office at          

683-3591 to reserve a 

space on the sponsor 

list for $36.  

Itôs your day!      

Letôs party! 

 

Notes from 

Rose 

In May of 2007, a small 

Beth Sholom committee 

began to work on what 

became the Blueprint for 

Progress.  One of the 

major issues raised was 

the viability of Beth 

Sholom  remaining a member of USCJ ï United 

Synagogue of Conservative Judaism.  We were having a 

problem justifying the expense of belonging in light of the 

fact that we had not received the kind of help we would 

have liked from the organization. 

Ultimately, Harry Silverman and crew came to Memphis 

to address the Board of Directors and the congregation.  

Thus started a renewed relationship which, for the most 

part, has been very positive. 

Beth Sholom was not alone in questioning the 

effectiveness of USCJ, their own relationship with the 

organization, and the financial issues connected with being 

a member.  A group of affiliated USCJ lay leaders from 

around the country got together to form a group, now 

known as Bonim, meaning builders, and they have had 

their first meeting with the USCJ leadership. The meeting 

itself was very positive and focused on four concrete 

areas:  Transparency, Responsibility, Responsiveness, 

and Focus. 

Bonim requested that USCJ complete three follow up 

tasks within the next 30 days: 

1. Provide an interim report of how they could support 

their affiliates. 

2. Provide a 90 day plan, at the same time as the interim 

report, and a second report outlining a subsequent 90 

day action plan with milestones and timelines. 

3. Provide an outline for a long range plan to address the 

concerns of their affiliates. 

Ray Goldstein, USCJ President expressed hope that 

Bonim and USCJ would work together collegially, and 

while he understood the importance and intent of 

deadlines he would prefer soft or flexible timeframes.  

Others voiced support for firm deadlines and prompt 

action to demonstrate USCJôs seriousness in responding 

to the concerns expressed. The meeting was very 

positive, and a very strong first step.  Progress will now 

depend upon actions taken by USCJ to address the 

concerns of their affiliates.  I hope to have more to 

report in the near future. 

    Rose 

 

Help Beth Sholom 

clean upé 

We have teamed up with 

Bensingerôs Fine Cleaners on 

a new fund raising program 

to help us clean up on 

donations for Beth Sholom. 

Bensingerôs Fine Cleaners will give our 

synagogue 10% of every dollar you spend on 

their laundry services at any of their 12 area 

locations or through their home delivery service. 

Bensingerôs will apply a code to each participantôs 

record in their computer. Our members will simply 

pay for their cleaning and Beth Sholom will receive 

a check for 10% of every dollar of cleaning 

purchased. 

We encourage your support and invite you to go into 

any Bensinger store or call 937-4800 to set up your 

account for home delivery. You may also email any 

questions to ann@bensingerscleaners.com. 

This is a clean and simple way to help our 

synagogue raise money!  

mailto:ann@bensingerscleaners.com
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Starbucks Coffee provided by Royal Cup Coffee, a Starbucks licensee and distributor. 

 

June 6 is Starbucks Shabbat! 
Start the morning off with some thought-provoking Torah 

study, a cup of hot coffee, and a little something to go with it. 

Hot chocolate and tea will be served for those who do not 

drink coffee. 

9:15am in the Social Hall, followed by Shacharit at 10am in 

the Sanctuary. Rachel Shankman is this monthôs guest 

teacher. June Starbucks Shabbat is sponsored by the 

Friendship Chaverah: 
Janice and Ira Berlin, Beverly and Gil Halpern, Jeri and Allen Israel, 

Carol Lipman, Barbara and Bruce Newman, Marcia and Alvin 

Notowich, Marilyn and Herb Notowich, Kay and Sheldon Saslawsky,  

and Rachel and Steve Shankman. 

Beth Sholom Parties 

Sunday, March 15, and Sunday, April 19, found 

members and non members having fun and 

getting money for jewelry rarely worn, broken, 

or missing parts of a set.   

For these two days, people flocked to the 

synagogue to exchange their old pieces of gold 

for cold hard cash and in turn also contributed to 

the synagogue.  With the price of gold at all 

time highs, everyone found it quite beneficial to 

turn in their unusable pieces, things that had not 

been worn in years or that were broken into cash 

they could use now. 

Many companies have been advertising on 

television and in the newspapers that they will 

buy gold for cash.  But at Beth Sholom our 

buyer, Arthur Back, bought our gold and also 

made a contribution to the synagogue in the 

sellerôs name.  Everyone agreed that these 

parties were some of the best we have ever had.  

We are planning another one soon and will 

invite everyone in the community to attend.      

It canôt be beat! 
FLASH:  Be on the look-out for more gold sales, 

and thanks to Evelyn Goler who also helped make 

our last sale so successful! 

A hearty Beth Sholom 

welcome to new members 

Sharon and Barry 

Finkelstein! 


