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Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant               

spiritual home of Conservative Judaism in the Mid-South,                                    

where we nurture, transmit, and celebrate our rich heritage and values. 



Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday coming up?       

Beth Sholom honors our membersô birthdays and 

anniversaries on the third Shabbat of the month.   

Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat is March 20. 

Share the celebration and co-sponsor the 

Kiddush luncheon on your special third Shabbat!  

Call the office at 683-3591 to reserve a space on 

the sponsor list for $36.  

Itôs your day! Letôs party! 
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In this digital moment of up-to-the-second communication, 

writing for a monthly bulletin feels a bit tricky. Your 

article runs the risk of going stale, and if you play it 

too safe, the content feels too "vanilla." So I ask you 

to approach this monthly column as a 

message in a bottle - hopefully, the words 

are worth mulling over for awhile; this is an 

attempt to slip you a note that is immune to 

dizzying spin cycle of newsflashes, the barrage of 

quickly fading headlines... 

I'm sitting in the shiny spacious showroom of Wolfchase   

Toyota, it's a rainy Friday morning of February 6. It's busier   

than normal due to the multiple Toyota recalls. Me, I'm just here 

for the oil change and tire rotation. Pre-Shabbat, a list of things   

to do, ranging from Torah chant review to phone calls to visits   

to meetings later today at shul. Thanks to my nifty little 

Blackberry, I can type my message in a bottle to you... As you 

read this, it's early March, according to our business calendar. If 

we're looking at the world through our Jewish spectacles, we're in 

a corridor between Purim and Pesach. So I thought it might be 

appropriate to muse a bit about those two sacred spokes in our 

ever-turning wheel. 

How do we drink Purim in? For some of us it's about attending a 

carnival, helping our kids with their costumes. Some of us 

eagerly await a delicious hamentosh. Purim means reading and 

hearing the scroll of Esther, blotting out Haman's name, and some 

of us relish a shot of something sufficiently strong to help us blur 

Haman & Mordechai (hey, Somebody's gotta do it...) - all of 

these flavors add up to the joy of Purim.  

What about the threatening edge of Purim?  

The ancient tale unfolds in Persia, and now we wonder about 

Iran, the modern country, whose violent, tyrannical rulers 

routinely call for Israel's demise. With pain, we witnessed - 

courtesy of a cell phone camera capturing the atrocity - the killing 

of a young innocent Iranian protester in the streets. Reading the 

ancient scrolls, we know the triumphant finale. Watching the dark 

clouds on the Iranian horizon, we cannot rest assured that all will 

end well, that the queen will cleverly unmask the evil Haman, 

that the evil decree will be nullified, that Mordechai will be 

paraded around the capital in glory. We are reminded that 

the Haman's threat was terrifying, and that all the Jews of 

the realm were in mortal danger. The ranting dictator, echoed 

by various henchmen, continues to spout violence and hatred. 

And while we can all see God's invisible Hand turning the 

tables in the ancient tale, it may fall to Israel and to us to face 

the grave moment. Mordechai's words to Esther may come to 

haunt us: do you think you can hide yourself and remain 

silent? Who knows, maybe for just such a moment of crisis 

like this, God enabled you to sit on the royal throne? 

The seder reminds us to uphold those who are falling. 

Come the end of March, at our seder tables we'll chant: All 

who are hunger: come and eat. This year, there will be   

plenty of hunger. Many people will struggle without jobs or 

medical coverage. Will we open our homes and make space  

to share warmth, food, and companionship? Surely, an 

invitation to our seder won't solve all the weighty 

problems, but if we seriously mean to leave Mitzrayim, the 

place of narrow-minded indifference, let us resolve to feed  

the hungry. Let us remember our ancestors' plight as 

strangers, and make our voices heard when we see others bent 

on marginalizing those who are powerless and vulnerable. 

Our sages compare chametz to arrogance. The puffed up loaf 

of bread can symbolize the inflated ego. As we celebrate our 

ancestors' liberation from the degradation of slavery, we are 

reminded that humility is an important facet of our journey 

toward freedom.  

Between my sending out this message in a bottle and your 

reading the shul bulletin, who can imagine what will unfold 

all around us? The 24/7 up-to-the-minute audio-visual clutter 

makes it hard to let the ten thousand joys and sorrows of the 

present moment sink in, to ponder what it means to be a 

human being. March of 2010 is an "in between" month. In 

between is an interesting vantage point from which we can 

look back a bit and make some sense of things as they rush by 

us in our fast-forward world. Sitting in this in between place 

lets us think deeply about spiritual growth and liberation, 

about breaking the shackles that hold us back from reaching 

out with love and compassion. 

     
    Rabbi Aaron 
 

From the Rabbi: Message in a Bottle 

Thanks to our sponsorsé 
 

We appreciate the sponsors of our 

Kiddush lunches! 
 

February Birthdays:  

Marsha Bender & Johnnie Hadley 

 

February Anniversaries: 

Sandy & Clifton Lipman  

Keri & Dan Unowsky 
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Beth Sholom Religious School enjoyed a fun and 

informative Tu BôShevat Seder during February.  We 

tasted many of the fruits of Israel and planted parsley 

to be used at our Passover Seder.  Grades 3-7 also 

enjoyed learning more about Purim by participating 

in our annual ñSurvivor:  Shushanò contest.  

We had so much fun last year at our Junior 

Congregation Passover Costume Service, that we 

are doing it again this year on March 13 at 10:30am.  

Why let Purim have all the fun?  Come dressed as 

your favorite Passover character or plague. 

March brings two of my favorite events for the youth 

of Beth Sholom:  Our annual USY Pre-Pesach Car 

Wash and our 2nd Annual Chocolate Seder.  

Both of these events will take place on Sunday, 

March 21st.  The Car Wash will be held from 10am -

3pm.  Please support our USY fundraiser.  Your 

contribution will go a long way to helping our youth 
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programs and to assist our teens in attending 

conventions!!  Plus you will leave with a sparkling 

clean car!! 

The Chocolate Seder, 6-8 p.m., is open to all 3rd-12th 

graders.  Club Sholom, Kadima and USY members get 

in free, all others are $5.  Who can resist 4 cups of 

chocolate milk and eating chocolate covered matzah?   

Come join the fun!! 

Donôt forget to turn in your Arie Becker Honor Society 

forms and to mark your calendars for Shabbat morning, 

May 8, for our Celebration of Jewish Learning and 

Youth Service.  

  BôShalom,  

   Sharon 
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Prager, Ethan Schaffer, Adam Greenberg, Daniel Slovis, 

Jacob Greenberg, Deanna McAlexander, Samuel Greenberg, 

Emily Thorpe, Julia Morrison , Andrew Dodson, Benjamin 

Greenberg,, and Sam Canales. 

Parsley planters (left to right) Benjamin Greenberg, 

Jacob Greenberg, Julia Morrison, Samuel 

Greenberg,  Emily Thorpe, Sam Canales and Andrew 

Dodson. Thanks to photographer Jack Dodson! 

Your house is ready for Passover, but what about your car?  

Beth Sholomôs USY can help! 

Support our youth in raising funds for their programs at the 

Pre-Passover Car Wash  
Sunday, March 21, from 10am to 3pm 

Beth Sholom Synagogue 


