
Memphis, TennesseeðJanuary 2011ð  25 Tevet to 26 Shevat 5771 

Kol Sholom      
Beth Sholom Synagogueôs Voice of Peace 

www.bsholom.org  

Beth Sholom Synagogue is committed to be the vibrant               

spiritual home of Conservative Judaism in the Mid-South,                                    

where we nurture, transmit, and celebrate our rich heritage and values. 

Calling all kids in Kindergarten, First and Second Grades! 

Grab the whole family and join us... 

Saturday night, January 15, at Beth Sholom at 6pm 

 

Light up your winter night with Havdalah,  followed by a 

Movie and Snacks! $5 each ages 2 and up 

 
GUESS THE MOVIE: Guess what movie we will be watching when you 

RSVP.  One winner will be drawn from all of the correct answers.  The 

winner will receive admission to the movie free!  Please RSVP by Tuesday, 

January 11, to Sharon Prager, Youth Activities Director, at 683-3591, ext. 212 

or email Sharon@bsholom.org  

The World Wide Wrap, an 

international program of the 

Federation of Jewish Menôs 

Clubs, brings the global Jewish 

community together to learn and 

practice the mitzvah of tefillin. 

The Beth Sholom Menôs Club 

Men's Club will be hosting this 

annual event on Sunday 

morning, February 6 at 10am in 

the Arie Becker Chapel. Donôt 

miss this very meaningful 

opportunity to learn and share. 
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As I write these words it is Erev Shabbat parashat 

vayigash, just after the close of Hanukkah. The Torah 

portion tomorrow (December 11) revisits the powerful 

scene of Joseph's revealing himself to his brothers. The 

themes of revenge and remorse, redemption and 

reconciliation all weave a powerful drama that challenges 

the reader to ask what it means to bear responsibility for 

your brother, to forgive your rivals, to find a path 

forward. 

A modern drama 

At the same time, as I write these words, a Nobel Prize 

has been awarded to a man who is imprisoned for 

speaking his mind freely. An empty chair eloquently 

symbolizes China's repression. Not only is Liu Xiaobo 

shut away, his wife is detained, his supporters are 

detained. Last summer, all the world blinked its eyes in 

amazement as China put on a dazzling Olympic show. 

An idealized portrait of the emerging power now rings 

hollow. The individual who insists upon political 

freedom still drives the machinery of the state into a fury. 

And yet, all of the military might cannot snuff out a 

solitary candle, a brave soul pushing back against the 

darkness of censorship. This story has played out 

repeatedly. Recall the saga of Google in China. At a 

certain point, despite the great financial allure of Chinaôs 

massive market, Google pulled out of China because of 

its political repression. Recently in Myanmar, Aung San 

Suu Kyi was freed from house arrest by the dictators who 

have silenced her for many years.  

Why is a story about Liu Xiaobo here in the shul 

bulletin? Because it is a story of Jewish importance. Your 

reading these words, your sharing them with others, your 

passing these ideas along - this will ultimately defeat the 

oppressors who seek to silence free speech. Remember 

those days of yore when Passover seders featured empty 

chairs as we held our Soviet Jewish brothers and sisters 

in our hearts? This article is exactly about all that. 

Hanukkah, which calls to mind so many themes, reminds 

us of the sacrifices made to preserve freedom. The 

candles gain strength until a full hanukkiyah blazes 

brightly at the festivals conclusion. So it must be with 

citizens in the Free World. Our voices must join to break 

the chains of fellow human beings who are imprisoned by 

a vicious tyranny that fears - yes, fears and hates - free 

expression. Years ago, in an eloquent expression of 

musical rage and defiance, Peter Gabriel penned Biko, a 

an anthem holding aloft Steven Biko's political 

martyrdom at the hands of South Africa's brutal apartheid 

regime. The song was banned, of course. But, years later, 

we can marvel at [an imperfect, yet resilient] South 

From the Rabbi: WitnessðAn ancient story 

Africa's emergence from the dark night. 

When we pray on behalf of acheinu 

hanetunim betsara - our brothers 

held in the grip of trouble in 

oppressive lands, let us hold in 

our hearts all our brothers and 

sisters from the human family. 

Freedom will prevail one day, 

one persistent candle at a time. 

Imprisoned in China and with 

close family members forbidden to 

leave the country, the Chinese dissident Liu 

Xiaobo was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize on Friday, an 

empty chair representing his absence at the prize 

ceremony here. For the first time in 75 years, no 

representative of the winner was allowed to make the trip 

to receive the peace medal, a diploma and the $1.5 

million check that comes with it. The last time that 

happened was in 1935, when Hitler prevented that yearôs 

winner, Count Carl von Ossietzky, who was imprisoned 

in a concentration camp, and indeed anyone from 

Germany from attending the ceremony. 

Noting Mr. Liuôs absence, the chairman of the 

Norwegian Nobel Committee, Thorbjorn Jagland, said to 

a standing ovation: ñThis fact alone shows that the award 

was necessary and appropriate.ò ñIt is no coincidence that 

nearly all the richest countries in the world are 

democratic, because democracy mobilizes new human 

and technological resources,ò he said. ñChinaôs new 

status entails increased responsibility. China must be 

prepared for criticism, and regard it as a positive, as an 

opportunity for improvement.ò  

With no one to accept the Nobel medal and diploma, they 

were ceremoniously placed on Mr. Liuôs empty 

chair. The Norwegian actress and movie director Liv 

Ullmann read a copy of Mr. Liuôs appeal to a Chinese 

court in December 2009, days before he was sentenced to 

11 years in prison. 

ñI have no enemies and no hatred,ò Ms. Ullmann read. 

ñHatred can rot away at a personôs intelligence and 

conscience. Enemy mentality will poison the spirit of a 

nation, incite cruel mortal struggles, destroy a societyôs 

tolerance and humanity, and hinder a nationôs progress 

toward freedom and democracy. That is why I hope to be 

able to transcend my personal experiences as I look upon 

our nationôs development and social change, to counter 

the regimeôs hostility with utmost goodwill, and to dispel 

hatred with love.ò 
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News from Sisterhoodé 
Sisterhood Shabbat will be celebrated on January 22. 

This is one of those special mornings when the women 

of Beth Sholom take the lead in Shabbat services. If 

youôd like to participate, please get in touch with Lauren 

Spiegel at 761-2473. 

There are so many 

opportunities at 

Coleman Elementary! 

 

Here are a few of the many 

ways to become involved with Coleman 

Elementary, our adopted school: 

¶ Monthly Leadership Council Meetingsð

Community representatives are needed and 

welcome: January 14 ðFebruary 18 ðMarch 

25 ðApril 22  - all meetings at 9:30am 

¶ TCAP Writing Assessment  -  urgent need for 

2 or 3 Proctors on February 1, 2011, at 9am 

¶ Discovery Assessment Testsð February 14 

through 17 from 9:30-11:30amðProctors 

needed! 

¶ TCAP Achievement TestðApril 11 through 

15ðAn urgent need for proctors!   

¶ Spring Think Show  - Judges and jurors 

needed on April 28 between 8:30am and 

5:00pm. Judges will only need to stay an hour 

or less, and 5 to 10 volunteers are needed. 

And we still have a need for tutors as well. If you 

can help with any of these volunteer slots at 

Coleman, contact Susan Moinester at 

smoinester@gmail.com or call 573-5231 .      

Who wouldnôt want to win an 

exciting get-away for two? 

Sisterhood will be selling raffle tickets for a chance to 

win a weekend stay at the Arlington Hotel in Hot 

Springs, Arkansas, with meals and some other goodies 

included. And youôll get to choose your own dates! This 

is an old historic hotel where even presidents and 

famous stars have stayed. Watch for more details! 

In Beijing, the Chinese authorities continued to pour vitriol 

on the award while intensifying their crackdown on scores 

of people they perceive as a threat. The Norwegian Nobel 

Committee has said repeatedly that it did not intend to snub 

or attack China when it selected Mr. Liu, who has been a 

thorn in the governmentôs side for years but is better known 

outside the country than inside. Instead, the committee said, 

the point is to remind China that with power comes 

responsibility, and that economic growth should be coupled 

with political reform. 

Calls to many of the 140 people in China whom Ms. Liu 

had invited to the ceremony yielded recordings saying their 

phones had been turned off. One of the few to pick up, Yu 

Fangqiang, the managing partner of an AIDS organization, 

said he could not talk because a minder was sitting at his 

side. Although the authorities have effectively silenced 

many of the countryôs most prominent critics, Ms. Wang 

said such efforts were self-defeating. ñChina has tried so 

hard to show it can rise peacefully, but making people 

disappear doesnôt present a very good image to the outside 

world,ò she said. ñIt just shows how fearful the government 

is of dissent.ò  

It was not the first time a prominent dissident had been 

awarded the prize: Andrei D. Sakharov, the Soviet 

physicist, Polish labor leader Lech Walesa and the Burmese 

pro-democracy campaigner Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, have 

all been named winners and were represented at the Oslo 

ceremony by close relatives. A group of Nobel laureates 

offered on Friday to mediate with the Chinese government 

in an effort to hasten Mr. Liuôs release. The laureates, 

including former South African President F. W. de Klerk, 

Iranian human rights lawyer Shirin Ebadi and the 

writer Elie Wiesel, signed a statement addressed to Chinaôs 

government, requesting the opportunity to ñdiscuss the 

status of Liu Xiaobo and to establish what steps might be 

taken to facilitate his early release.ò 

Sarah Lyall reported from Oslo, and Andrew Jacobs from 

Beijing. Alan Cowell and Richard Berry contributed 

reporting from Paris. Elissa Gootman contributed 

reporting from New York. Jonathan Ansfield, Zhang Jing 

and Ashley Li contributed research from Beijing. 

PS - a quick note: Alayne has put together the Kol Sholom 

for a few years running now. You all notice the 

professional look of this publication. It looks like that 

because Alayne is a top-notch pro who has poured heart 

and soul into to our shul, not only with respect to the Kol 

Sholom, but also in terms for her devoted service on our 

board of governors. After a long stint at the helm, Alayne 

gets a well-deserved break from her board duties. I know I 

speak for many when I say that we owe Alayne our thanks 

for her outstanding contributions. Yishar kochaich, Alayne 

- thank you so much for your passion and your vision! 
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I do not intend to miss her. Rather, I intend to sit with 

her at services each Shabbat. I intend to be nervous 

with her and for her each time she prepares to 

read Torah (which she regards as a ñmagicalò 

experience) or chant the haftarah, and be amazed at 

how beautifully she chants despite her pre-performance 

anxiety. I intend to drink with Alayne at Kiddush Club 

in the Rabbiôs study. I intend to enjoy Kiddush with her 

after services. I intend to give blood when she 

organizes the Beth Sholom blood drive, and to see her 

at a full range of Beth Sholom services, programs, and 

events.  

I intend to continue to enjoy the friendship that Alayne, 

Susan, and I have forged through sharing the 

experiences of working, praying, and relaxing as part of 

our Beth Sholom kehillah.  

I deeply appreciate Alayneôs service to the shul. I 

admire her approach of leveraging her talents and 

experiences to both benefit the congregation and 

provide enjoyable engagement for her as an individual. 

I am delighted to know that concluding her service as a 

synagogue officer will not diminish her involvement in 

Beth Sholom life.  

So, I have no intentions of missing Alayne. But ï if she 

reads this article ï I hope she will realize how much 

Beth Sholom and I value her as a leader, a contributor, 

and a friend.  

    Skip Rossen 

From the President:  

As Beth Sholom moves into calendar 2011, 

there is a lot to talk about, a lot to think 

about, and a lot to write about. For a few 

moments, indulge me while I set aside topics such as 

services, programming, and budgets, and simply 

acknowledge someone special to Susan and me, and to 

Beth Sholom. 

You are reading the last Kol Sholom for which Alayne 

Shoenfeld officially served as editor. Alayne has 

completed an extended run as Beth Sholom Secretary. 

As of January, she hands over the role to Sandy 

Friedman. Iôm excited to have Sandy join the Executive 

Committee, and I look forward to her bringing talent, 

commitment, insight, and energy to our leadership 

efforts. As Secretary, she will become the Chief 

Communications Officer (CCO) of Beth Sholom. She 

will build upon the high standards that Alayne has set 

and upheld for internal communications, publicity, and 

public relations. 

Through much of my tenure as a member of the Beth 

Sholom leadership team, Alayne has been a colleague. 

As of this monthôs Executive Committee meeting, she 

will no longer be a presence in those meetings. 

Accordingly, I want to go on record with the following 

point of view ï I do not intend to miss Alayne 

Shoenfeld!   

Have a simcha, anniversary, or birthday coming up?         

Beth Sholom honors our membersô birthdays and 

anniversaries on the third Shabbat of the month.   

Anniversary and Birthday Shabbat is January 15. 

Share the celebration and co-sponsor the 

Kiddush luncheon on your special  third 

Shabbat!  

Call the office at 683-3591 to reserve a 

space on the sponsor list for $36.        

Itôs your day! Letôs party! 

 

Thanks to our sponsorsé 
 

We appreciate  our Kiddush sponsors! 

 

December Birthdays: 

Debbie Daneman 

Clifton Lipman  

Marilyn Notowich  

 

December Anniversaries: 

Marley & Manny Pailet  
 

Please join us for the Installation of your Officers and Board of Directors  

on Shabbat morning, January 8.  



Right now members of Beth Sholom Synagogue can take advantage of a special life insurance 

program that would leave a lasting charitable legacy for future generations. Let your good 

health today benefit Beth Sholom in the future. All that is required is a simple phone interview 

and a single premium payment. 

Life insurance is a cost-effective, flexible and, in some cases, tax-advantaged way to make a 

major charitable gift in support of your favorite charitable organizations.  Beth Sholom would 

be named as the owner and beneficiary of the policy and will receive a guaranteed benefit at the 

death of the policy holder. As the donor, you would receive a charitable tax deduction equal to 

the premium payments. The unique program designed for Jewish community donors requires 

that premium payments be paid in one lump sum.  Because Beth Sholom is the owner of the 

policy, you would receive a charitable tax deduction equal to the premium payment in the year 

in which you purchase the policy. However, if you donôt have the available funds to make the single premium payment, 

a generous individual in the Jewish community will loan you the premium and allow you to pay off the loan in 7 or 10 

annual payments.   

 

The chart below illustrates the cost of a $100,000 policy for the benefit of Beth Sholom: 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information on how you can utilize life insurance to benefit Beth Sholom Synagogue or a particular program at 

the synagogue, please contact Barbara Newman at 683-3591, or Laura Linder at the Jewish Foundation of Memphis at 

374-0400. Before entering into any type of charitable gift arrangement, please contact your financial advisor to discuss 

the best way for you to achieve your charitable objectives. 
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Come check out the Beth Sholom 

Judaica Shop 
for all your shopping needs!  

Gifts, ritual items, Bônai Mitzvah registry, and gift certificates! 
 

Open during Synagogue business hours.  

 All proceeds support Beth Sholom Religious 

School  and youth programming. 

Gifts of Life Insurance Leave a Lasting Legacy for Beth Sholom 

= 
Or Or 

Age Your One-Time 

Payment* 

Your 7 ïAnnual 

Payments 

Your 10-Annual 

Payments 

Your Gift  

30 $10,934 $1,959 $1,486 $100,000 

35 $12,823 $2,297 $1,742 $100,000 

40 $14,779 $2,647 $2,008 $100,000 

45 $17,476 $3,114 $2,374 $100,000 

50 $21,080 $3,776 $2,864 $100,000 

55 $25,519 $4,571 $3,467 $100,000 

60 $29,906 $5,357 $4,063 $100,000 

Age Your One-Time 

Payment* 

Your 7-Annual  

Payments 

Your 10-Annual 

Payments 

Your Gift  

     

30 $10,934 $1,959 $1,486 $100,000 

35 $12,823 $2,297 $1,742 $100,000 

40 $14,779 $2,647 $2,008 $100,000 

45 $17,476 $3,114 $2,374 $100,000 

50 $21,080 $3,776 $2,864 $100,000 

55 $25,519 $4,571 $3,467 $100,000 

60 $29,906 $5,357 $4,063 $100,000 



While there has been a lot of focus on USY lately, 

our Kadima group has been growing stronger.  

After a very successful Kadima Kickoff, we held 

our Kadima Happy Hippie Hanukkah Happening 

on December 1.  Twenty-two kids had a great time 

making spin art, watching Yellow Submarine and 

of course, eating!.  Congratulations to Parker 

Alperin and Nathan Light on winning the 60ôs 

music trivia contest! 

Our Kadima Kafe continues to attract several 6th-

8th graders every Wednesday from 3:30-5 p.m.  

We have a great time hanging out and playing the 

Wii.  If you havenôt joined us yet, please 

doé.weôd love to have you!  Unfortunately we 

donôt have enough Wii controllers to give 

everyone a chance to play.  If you are interested in 

donating we need 

2 Wii controllers and 1 Wii nunchukéthey 

would be greatly appreciated by a roomful of 

happy kids! 

Mark your calendars for Shabbat morning, 

January 8, for our 3rd Annual Candy Service at 

Junior Congregation.  Grades 3 and up, please join 

us in the chapel at 10:30am.  You are guaranteed 

to have a sweet time! 

Wishing you all the best in 2011, 

  BôShalom,    

  Sharon 

Y
O

U
T

H
 

CORNER 
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Nathan Light receives a dish as he prepares to serve 

meals with Tikkun Olam High at the Memphis 

Union Mission.. 

Tikkun Olam High cleans the grounds of the Collierville 

Animal Shelter. 

Emily Thorpe, Julia Morrison, Lila Gordon, Esther Gordon 

and Margaret Asher at the Happy Hippie Hanukah Happening!  

Emily Thorpe, Andrew Dodson and Margaret Asher 

work on the 60s Music Trivia Contest. 
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Aaron Canales, Yanai Almalem and Sam Canales having 

lots of fun at Kadima's Happy Hippie Hanukkah 

Happening! 

A great time was had by all! 


