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Beth Sholom Synagogueôs Voice of Peace 

www.bsholom.org  

January 2012 Special Events  

Saturday, January 7th ï 9:00am 

Starbucks Shabbat 

With guest speaker, Judy Bookman 
Enjoy Starbucks Coffee and syrups, hot chocolate, tea and treats along with a little Torah study in lieu of the 

preliminary service 

 

Friday, January 13th ï 6:00pm 

Adopt ð A- Shabbat 
Enjoy Kabbalat Shabbat Services at Beth Sholom followed by a Dairy Pot Luck Supper at the Home of Judy and Ron 

Holzer.  To participate, please contact the Holzers at (901) 624-3084 or judy_holzer@bellsouth.net 

 

Saturday, January 14th ï 9:15am 

Board Installation 
Join us for Shabbat Services and welcome our 2012 Board of Directors as they are formally installed.  Kiddush 

luncheon to follow services, sponsored by our incoming President, Judy Bookman 

 

Wed. & Thurs. January 18th (7pm @ the MJCC) & 19th (6pm @ Hardie Auditorium,Rhodes) 

Adult Education sponsors ñModern Prophetsò Lecture Series 

By Paul Mendes-Flohr 
As part of Rhodes College Communities in Conversation series, both lectures will be by Dr. Paul Mendes-Flohr, a 

leading scholar of modern Jewish thought. He teaches at the Divinity School at University of Chicago and co-taught for 

many years at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  For more information and details, please contact 

Jonathan Judaken at judakenj@rhodes.edu   
 

Friday, January 20th ð 6:00pm 

Kabbalat Shabbat & Drum Circle at the Rubinstein Home 
Bring a Dairy or pareve item for a Pot Luck Supper to follow Shabbat Services.  Come ready to sing and drum some 

Shabbat Spirit.  All events will occur at the home of Rabbi Aaron and Sharona Rubinstein 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Chicago
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_University_of_Jerusalem
mailto:judakenj@rhodes.edu
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As I write these words shortly before the 

Winter Break, I've just returned from a 

powerful heart-opening trip to 

Nicaragua. You may well have read 

about it on a pre-Shabbat email or on a 

blog - nicabrigada.blogspot.com (well-

worth the read!) Treesha Mandel put 

together an amazing trip - so many 

moving parts, so many details. Her 

diligent research helped us locate the 

Kehilla of Managua and Granada - truly, 

needles in a haystack in Nicaragua. 

Because of her efforts, medicines made 

their way to hundreds of poor villagers in the region of Jinotega, 

and several thousand dollars were raised in support of the 

orphanages at Jinotega and Los Cedros. Tikkun Olam takes 

many forms, from the cans in the blue bins to volunteering at 

Manna House and at Coleman to building ramps for MIFA to 

supporting the Children's Home at Neve Michael - endless 

opportunities to mend the world. Treesha, a hearty Yasher Koach 

to you - may you go from strength to strength - your leadership 

was inspiring to me and many others here in Memphis. Here's to 

many more forays into the world beyond East Memphis! 
 

This trip posed big questions for me, like: What kinds of things 

can I do to help my world - near and far? I take up space and air 

like billions of other human beings. Looking around, it's 

impossible not to notice that I gaze upon the world around me 

from a very comfortable perch and that so many people struggle 

to make it from one day to the next. I have to take in this larger 

context and ask: What is important and what feels trivial? We all 

should take in a bigger picture from time to time, and liberate our 

minds from the shackles of a tiny self-centered cocoon. 
 

On Friday night December 10, I had the privilege of davening 

with the Kehilla of Granada, Nicaragua. For just a moment I ask 

you to travel back in time to Spain at the end of the 1400's and to 

Portugal in the beginning of the 1500's. Those countries were 

experiencing the torments of the Inquisition. Some Jews were 

lucky enough to flee (Jews know that 1492 is NOT just about 

Columbus sailing the ocean blue...), while others where forced to 

convert to Christianity. The Church distrusted these "new 

Christians" and called them Marranos (pigs). They called 

themselves Conversos. In different parts of the world Conversos 

still wrestle with their religious identity. Some of their 

descendants are part of Nicaragua's Kehilla. 20(!) of them wish to 

formally convert to Judaism. I met them face to face that Shabbat 

in Granada, and their urgent pleas will stay with me. What 

blessings and opportunities await us in the year ahead? I will be 

(in my spare time [!]) working toward bringing a Beit Din down 

there to help them realize their dreams, to help them keep the 

flame of Yiddishkeit burning there. I also hope to bring two 

Chevra Kadisha guides (one man, one woman) to teach them the 

customs and laws of proper traditional burial. In a developed 

Chula such as Memphis, it's too easy to take a great many things 

for granted. We are very blessed.  Let's all take some time to 

ponder Rabbi Tarfon's charge: It is not up to us to complete the 

task; neither are we free to walk away from it. Add in words from 

Hillel: If not now, when? 

From the Rabbi:  

Service First 

 

It was a sunny day this past 

summer when Rose and Skip said 

we needed to meet.  As the Vice-

President of the Ritual 

Committee, I had a moment of 

panic. I thought I must have 

confused the dates of the High 

Holidays as we began the work of 

assigning honors or left out 

someone whose input about a 

ritual decision was important to 

consider.  As it turned out, those 

were probably the preferred objectives of the conversation.  Be 

the president of Beth Sholom?  Sorry, it's time for my root 

canal. 

 

Reluctantly, I acquiesced.  Friends and family members were 

unusually supportive.  Comments ranged from, "What were 

you thinking?" to "All these years I thought you were really 

bright..." to "When will you have the time to do this?" And 

finally, "It's not too late for you to back out." 

 

So why did I say I would make this commitment?  First and 

foremost, Beth Sholom matters to me very much.  It is my 

spiritual home and my spiritual family lives here.  I don't 

believe I am particularly qualified to be our congregation's 

voice, but I do attest that I recognize the serious responsibility 

with which I have been entrusted.  When I consult with 

employees at their workplaces, I encourage them to treat their 

places of business as if they are the owners.  Along with you, I 

am the proprietor of our Shul.  We have to take care of it--not 

just the building and property, but our members, our 

employees, and our values.  It's a tough job, but we have to do 

this--together. 

 

I feel a commitment to serve the people I care about, as 

meeting the spiritual needs of each of our congregants is the 

reason our institution exists.  For many of us, our ability to 

meet these spiritual needs is reflected in our service to each 

other, to our community, and to our world.  This is servant 

leadership.  Indeed, Beth Sholom  itself is an example of a 

servant leadership institution, as we strive to create 

opportunities for our members to grow both individually and as 

part of our Kehillah. 

 

My commitment to you is to do my best to listen, to assist, to 

build bridges, to be a problem-solver and not a problem-maker.  

I hope I will have your support and your participation to 

continue to make Beth Sholom the synagogue  we want it to be 

for us and for generations to come.  Only together will we lead 

our Shul from strength to strength. 

 

From the President:  

http://nicabrigada.blogspot.com


News from the Beth Sholom Religious School: 
Youth Calendar: 
Wednesdays, January 4, 11, 18, 25: Beth Sholom Religious School in session    4:00-5:30 pm Beth Sholom 

Sundays, January 8, 22, 29: Beth Sholom Religious School in session    9:30am - Noon BSSS 

Sundays, January 8, 22:  Tikkun Olam High   9:30am - Noon Meet & Pick up at BSSS 

No Religious School On January 15th      

               

Youth Shabbat Services, Saturday, January 14th, 10:30 a.m. 
  Jr. Congregation (grades 2-7) - Chapel 

 Mini -Minyan (K-1) ï Social Hall A 

 Tot Shabbat (PreK and younger) ï Youth Room 

 

Kadima Kafe Returns on Wednesday, January 4th.  All 6th, 7th and 8th graders are invited to join us in the Youth 

Lounge for snacks, Wii, and Hang out time! 

 

Our new Bônai Mitzvah class for 6th and 7th graders will begin on Tuesday, January 17th at 6:30 pm at Beth Sholom 

Synagogue.   This class is an interactive, intergenerational class that looks into the expression of Judaism from an indi-

vidual perspective, as a synagogue member, and as citizens of a community and the world.  Parent and child will interact 

with each other as well as with their peer group.  Please  RSVP to Sharon Prager to confirm your attendance.  All of us at 

Beth Sholom look forward to working with your Bônai Mitzvah student during the coming year1 
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Above:  Tikkun Olam High School students enjoyed volunteering at Zoo 

Lights at the Memphis Zoo. 

 

Top Right:  Julia Morrison, Parker Alperin and Emily Thorpe help clean 

skates at the Memphis Zoo Ice Rink. 

 

Bottom Right:  Beth Sholom Ice Guards:  Aharon Marizan, Parker Alperin 

and Jack Dodson  



News Fromé... 
Beth Sholom Sisterhood and Menôs Club 

 

Itôs Lox Box Time Again!!!!!!! 
 

Volunteers Needed for Packing and 

Delivery on February 4th and February 

5th.  To volunteer, please contact Dana 

Shefsky at danashefsky@yahoo.com or 

at 685-0594 
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MENôS CLUB MINYAN 
The 2nd Sunday of Each Month 

January  8th  

8:00am Minyan 

Followed by Breakfast and Menôs Club News! 

ALL THE MEN OF BETH SHOLOM ARE 
INVITED TO ATTEND  

SAVE THE DATE:  

 

SISTERHOOD 

SHABBAT 

SATURDAY 

FEBRUARY 11th 

9:15am 

 

This yearôs Sisterhood 

Shabbat will be held in 

memory of Rose Goldfarb 

 

We hope you will be able 

to attend 

For More Information about 

Beth Sholom Sisterhood, or to 

become a member, please con-

tact Sisterhood president, 

Marsha Bender at 

mabelle225@aol.com or at 

(901) 755-8154 

 

For More Information about 

Beth Sholom Menôs Club, or 

to become a member, please 

contact Menôs Club President, 

Kevin Bernstein at 

kbernstein1@gmail.com or 

(901) 317-7260 
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We thank our advertisers who make 

the publication of  

Kol Sholom possible: 

Memphisô Newest Affordable Option and the 

Official Provider of National Burial Insurance.  

 

Locally ownedðnot an impersonal corporation. 

 

Shane McElveen, Owner/Director 

 

901-454-5795 

800-358-8575 

 

www.highpointchapel.com 

3788 Summer Avenue 

Memphis, TN 38122 

 

¶ We give Full credit for all Burial Policies 

and Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

¶ We offer Pre-paid or pre-financed Funeral 

and Burial plans 

¶ Our compassion shows in the quality of 

service and the reasonable prices. 

¶ Weôre at one convenient location for all 

your Death-Care needs. 

¶ We offer monuments and markers. 

¶ We are located in a brand-new ñstate of 

the artò Orthodox facility. 

Anthony Morrison   
Vice President, Investments 

Raymond James & Associates, Inc. 

818-6523 

Discount  

RATES 

without discount 

SERVICE. 
Itôs no accident that more people 

trust State Farm to insure their cars. 

Call today. 
 

David Ross CPCU CLU, Agent 

8317 Cordova Road 

Cordova TN 38016 

Bus: 901-795-9067 

david@davidjross.net  
www.davidjross.net  

Providing Insurance and Financial Services 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE  

Advertise your business 

or services in Kol Sholom, 

Beth Sholomôs monthly 

newsletter! 

Cost of ad for full year (11 issues): 

 

Professional listingðup to 4 lines $100 

Business Card    $250 

¼ Page     $400 

½ Page     $600 

Full Page    $950 

 

Download the order form from the Kol Sholom 

page of the websiteðwww.bsholom.orgðor 

call the synagogue at 683-3591 for more 

information. 

mailto:david@davidjross.net


We gratefully acknowledge these generous contributions: 
RABBI BECKER FUND  

IN MEMORY OF: 

RUSSELL ABRAHAM 

Shirley Brown 

ANNIE PINSTEIN 

Michelle & Lee Christides 
 

BUILDING FUND  

IN MEMORY OF: 

EUGENE ZUCKERMAN 

Diane & Steve Leib 

Sandy & Clifton Lipman 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

Diane & Steve Leib 

Rachel & Steve Shankman 

Sandy & Clifton Lipman 

Rose Morrison 

Dot & Stanley Bilsky 

RUSSELL ABRAHAM 

Rachel & Steve Shankman  

Reva & Steve Ziskind 

Sylvia & Bruce Feldbaum and 

Family 

Rose & David Ross 

KATIE PEISER 

SOL LIPMAN 

Sandy & Clifton Lipman 

FRED BLAISS 

Dot & Stanley Bilsky 

Sandy & Clifton Lipman 

SADIE GLASSMAN 

Gloria & Jack Schaffer 

JENNIE HYTKEN 

Michele & Michael Less  
 

FOR RECOVERY OF: 

PAULA N. FELDBAUM 

Sylvia & Bruce Feldbaum and 

Family 
 

CEMETERY FUND  

IN MEMORY OF: 

RUSSELL ABRAHAM 

Kay & Shelly Saslawsky 

Ellen Ziskind 

Barbara & Jerome Magdovitz 

Errol Lewis 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

Kay & Shelly Saslawsky 

Lyda Parker 

BENNIE KETTNER 

MIRIAM WEISBARTH 

MINETTE ROSSEN 

Kay & Shelly Saslawsky 

SAM PRESSMAN 

Carol Lipman 

BERTHA HAYDEN  

Marcia & Allan Hayden 

ELFRIEDE 

FLEISCHHACKER 

Walter Fleischhacker 

MYER LEWIS 

Errol Lewis 

ALLEN KIEL  

Mildred Kiel 

EDWARD FALKOFF 

GARSON FALKOFF 

Edith Falkoff 
 

KIDDUSH FUND  

IN MEMORY OF: 

MOLLY SHEFSKY 

IRVING MALAMUD  

Darlene & Oscar Shefsky 

FRED BLAISS 

Mindy & Harry Diament 

EUGENE ZUCKERMAN 

Susan & Skip Rossen 

Goldie Burson 

RUSSELL ABRAHAM 

Marilyn & Stanley Zellner 

Bess Lubin 

Gloria Kahn 

Susan Dreyfus 

Betty & Ed Russell 

Mindy & Harry Diament 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

Mindy & Harry Diament 

Bess Lubin 

TRUMAN KAHN  

Bess Lubin 

Ronni & Joe Kirsch 

ROSE GOLDFARB 

Marilyn & Herb Notowich 

BESSIE KIEL 

Mildred Kiel 
 

RABBIôS DISCRETIONAY 

FUND 

IN MEMORY OF: 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

Margie & Harold Steinberg 

Charlotte Levitch 

LEON ALEXANDER 

Elaine Alexander 

RUSSELL ABRAHAM 

Mariette & Joel Turetzky 

Francine Brown 

Bonnie & Bruce Walkes 

Barbara & Leon Hellman 

FRED BLAISS 

Marilyn & Stanley Zellner 

TODD WAHL 

Hallie Morrow 
 

IN HONOR OF: 

SKIP ROSSENôS 

PRESIDENTIAL TERM 

Charlotte Levitch 
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RABBI RUBINSTEINôS 

SUCCESSFUL TEACHING 

SESSION AT AMEDISYS 

HOSPICE 

Susan & Skip Rossen 
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

FUND 

IN MEMORY OF: 

RUSSELL ABRAHAM 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

Reed Landau & Shelley 

Robbins 
 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

IN MEMORY OF: 

DAVID NATHAN  

Susan & Skip Rossen 

Sandy & Clifton Lipman 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

Marilyn & Stanley Zellner 

Bene & Saul Kaplan 

Mimi & Ron Grossman 

RUSSELL ABRAHAM 

Mimi & Ron Grossman 

HELEN SPECTOR 

Deanna & Irving Serenco 
 

TIKKUN OLAM  

IN MEMORY OF: 

ANNA & MORTON 

TURETZKY 

Mariette & Joel Turetzky 

DORA LUCAS 

Barbara & Bruce Newman 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

Ellen & Steve Hirsch 
 

TRIBUTE FUND  

IN MEMORY OF: 

HERMAN LUBIN 

Steve Lubin 

TRUMAN KAHN  

Jackie Bernatsky 

Susan Greenberg 

Lynn & Victor Butcher 

FRED BLAISS 

Barbara & Bruce Newman 

Stacy, Jan & Terry Tenenbaum 

Sandy Friedman 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

Barbara & Bruce Newman 

Betty & Ed Green 

The Beth Sholom Family extends condolences to the 

families of the recently departed:  
 

Eugene Zuckerman 
 

Hamakom yenachem ïMay God grant comfort and 

consolation to these families and to all who grieve  

Jill & Scott Shanker 

Sharry & Steve Solomon 

Joyce & Sidney Levine 

Sheila & Marty Greenberg 

Hilda & Irwin Kaufman 

Mieneke & Arnold Drake 

Debby & Ira Weinstein 

Sandy & Mark Tanenbaum 

Mr. & Mrs. Lester Lit 

Barbara & Arthur Jacobs 

RUSSELL ABRAHAM 

Mrs. Herzl Shankman 

Shirley & Sidney Abraham 

Renee & William Jason 

Jean & Buddy Ballin 

Lois & Jay Barcus 

Harriet & Lawrence Beck 

Henrietta Friener 

Meriam Cooper 

Sylvia Beck 

Bess Calderon 

Sherry & Mike Grosman 

Hazel, Michelle & Danielle 

Lewis 

Marilyn & Herb Notowich 

IN HONOR OF: 

BIRTH OF JESSE AARON 

ROBERTS 

BIRTH OF JARYD SCOTT 

GROSSMAN 

Barbara & Bruce Newman 

MARRIAGE OF ELISSA & 

HOWARD GLATSTEIN 

BIRTH OF ALEXANDRA 

CLAIRE LEIB 

Marilyn & Herb Notowich 

ROSE MORRISONôS 

SERVICE TO BETH 

SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE 

Sandy Friedman 
 

FOR RECOVERY OF: 

ALVIN NOTOWICH 

Marilyn & Herb Notowich 
 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES  

IN MEMORY OF: 

ELLIOT KOLKER 

FANNIE SHEPP 

Barbara & Jerome Magdovitz 



 

 

Mazel Tov 
Beth Sholom Sends 
Congratulations to:  
 

Bob Todd on the 
Birth of a great 
granddaughter, Leila 
Celine Antar, born November 15, 2011.  Proud 
parents are Stephanie and David Antar of 
Riverdale, NY  

Thanks to Our Anniversary & Birthday Shabbat Sponsors:  
 

November Birthdays                November Anniversaries  
Meredith Hodus         Joanne Levine & Noah Sabin  
Hilary Hodus  
Noah Sabin  

 

December Birthdays  
Debbie Daneman  
Alvin Notowish  

 
January Anniversary & Birthday Shabbat will be held on  

Saturday, January 21st   

Yes, we ñcanò! 

Beth Sholom members have been very generous in bringing canned goods and oher 

non-perishable foods  to deposit in our Mid-South Food Bank bin at the synagogue 

entrance. Hunger and food insecurity remain critical issues in our community, and we 

encourage all members of our Beth Sholom family to remember to bring a food item 

each time they come to shul.   
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On December 11, 2011, President Skip Rossen convened the 56th Annual Meeting of Beth Sholom Synagogue.  At that time he 

gave his final report on the status of the synagogue and then turned the meeting over to Barbara Newman to present the 2012 

budget.  Thanks to the 2011 Budget committee, Marty Halpern, Treasurer, Gary Kaplan, Shelly Saslawsky, Mitch Hodus and 

Skip Rossen for preparing a balanced budget with an annual appeal goal of $130,000 and an additional $30,000 in required 

fundraising.  The budget was voted upon and approved unanimously.  Rose Morrison, Immediate Past President and Nominat-

ing Committee Chair, then presented the 2012 Slate of Directors and Officers, as follows:  President, Judy Bookman; Vice 

Presidents, Bob Cohen, Mitch Hodus, Deanna McAlexander, and Danny Schaffzin; Secretary Treasurer, Sandy Friedman and 

Immediate Past President, Skip Rossen.  Officers completing the second year of a two year term are:  Hallie Cohen, Debbie 

Daneman, Ron Holzer, Scott Shanker, and Margie Steinberg.  Nominated for a one year term to fill an unexpired 2 year term, 

Aaron Joyal.  Nominated for a 2 year term: Dot Bilsky, Michelle Gross, Jeffrey Kay, Sandy Lipman, Sarah Newstok, Lindsey 

Olswanger, Shelley Robbins, Russell Scheinberg, Sanford Shefsky and Betsy Weinblatt-Lynch.  Auxiliary Board seats went to 

Sisterhood President, Marsha Bender; Menôs Club President, Kevin Bernstein; and Cemetery Chair, Herb Slovis.  The slate 

passed unanimously. Thanks to this yearôs Nominating Committee:  Judy Bookman, Kevin Bernstein, Howard Glatstein, Hilary 

Hodus, Bene Kaplan, Rose Morrison, chair, Bruce Newman, Skip Rossen and Steve Ziskind. Rose also presented a gift from 

the Congregation to outgoing President, Skip Rossen, to thank him for his service to the synagogue.  Before concluding the 

meeting, Judy Bookman, incoming President addressed the congregation.  Upon completion of the business portion of the meet-

ing, all attendees adjourned to the Social Hall for a congregational brunch.  Thanks to Myra Alperin for arranging the menu and 

coordinating preparation of the food and to Myra and Murray Alperin and Iris Ruden for serving the meal.   


