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The weekday morning shofar blasts that 

complete the davening throughout the 

month of Elul constitute a month-long 

wake-up call. Teshuva )ˢ˟ˣ˷˸( is about 

returning; if we are returning, where are 

we now and where are we going?  

 

Yearning for Intimacy with the Other  

Elul ˪ˣ˪˞( ) has been presented as an 

acronym 

 ˞ The aleph stands for ani  ˧ˮ I [am] 

 ˪ The lamed stands for l'dodi ˧ˡˣˡ˪ 

    Toward my beloved 

 ˣ The vav stands for v'dodi  ˧ˡˣˡˣ  and my beloved [is] 

 ˪ The lamed stands for li   ˧˪  toward me 

 

This take on Teshuva reminds us that mending our broken 

bridges is about yearning and love. Elul reminds us to seize the 

opportunity to make things right, or at least to soften our 

tendency to judge others [and ourselves]. 

 

Getting a fix on those elusive coordinates 

Fellow Trekkies - surely you've seen a scenario like this: 

Emergency! Can you lock onto my coordinates? Beam me 

up! The tension builds if the personnel in the transporter room are 

unable to get a lock because the signal is being jammed or the 

ship is out of range. The lyrics we hear in Ground Control to 

Major Tom (David Bowie) add loneliness and alienation to the 

feeling of being lost. Major Tom, are you there?! Did his 

connection die due to some malfunction or did he choose to 

unplug, to loose the tether with Ground Control? Planet Earth is 

blue and there's nothing I can do... 

 

As we chant from Lamentations we exclaim Eicha - ˢ˩˧˞!   How 

can it possibly be that the city teeming with multitudes, full of 

life, now sits mournfully alone? How can it be that the shining 

beacon has sunken so low, she has sold herself? Eicha is heavy 

with despair. Moshe bitterly exclaims: ˢ˩˧˞! -   How can I 

possibly bear the burdens of your strife and struggle?  Moshe's 

angry words still find their mark today. Our own in-house 

pettiness and strife continue to be unbearable. The bickering and 

disrespect undermine our sense of holiness. We forget our sense 

of mission as a people. 

 

Look all the way back to Adam and Eve trembling in fear as they 

hide from God in the Garden. Gods asks: Ayeka - ˨˧˞ ,  where are 

you? Perhaps ayeka is related to eicha; God knows Adam's 

physical location. God challenges Adam (and us): Where are 

you? What are you doing with yourself? What direction is your 

life taking? As Adam and Eve succumbed to the snake's 

temptations, God was filled with resignation. How can it be that 

that you've gotten so lost? Elul is the time to take this in. Where 

are we? What is our sense of purpose? May we listen with open 

hearts to the shofar as it calls us to find our way back home 

through love.  

 

 

 

From the Rabbi: Elul is Calling: Where Are You? 

There are a lot of things that we take 

for granted about Beth Sholom. 

Hopefully, we donôt take some highly 

important things for granted, such as 

the warmth of our kehillah, the 

kavanah offered by our services, and 

the stimulation we get when we study 

and learn together. Itôs easier to take 

some other very important aspects of 

our shul for granted, such as the 

talented, committed staff who serve 

us and the campus that serves as our 

synagogue home. 

 

Mitch Hodus, our remarkable Vice President - Personnel and 

Facilities, does not take our staff and our facilities for granted. 

He wants them to be the best that they can be, and he is 

committed to working to support staff and facility excellence. 

Mitch brings thoroughness, intensity, high standards, and 

pragmatism to his shul leadership efforts. He combines those 

characteristics with hard work and a clearly demonstrated love 

for Beth Sholom, and the result is a successfully implemented 

agenda of both valuable change and thoughtful maintenance. 

 

He looks after our staff members in a variety of ways. Mitch 

works to provide feedback and recognition, positively address 

office environment and equipment issues, and ensure that our 

policies serve our employees and our congregation well.   

With respect to our facilities, Mitch has assembled committees 

to address a broad range of current and anticipated needs. Our 

campus has passed the 10 year age milestone, and with age 

comes wear and tear. Our major systems, such as Heating &  

A/C and our roof are requiring attention. Our parking lot, 

carpet, and sound system will require major reinvestment. 

Security systems, computer systems, phone system, the mikvah 

ï the list goes on. The Facilities Committee has prioritized 

these items, and either addressed or developed plans to address 

the highest priority needs. Mitch is also working with an 

Aesthetics Committee ï chaired by Shelley Robbins ï to help 

keep our campus orderly, attractive, and functional. 

 

Mitch may not impress you as ñwarm and fuzzyò ï except 

when heôs interacting with his young daughters, Abby and 

Meredith, but he is firmly committed to making Beth Sholom a 

place that is inviting and welcoming for your family ï both 

now and in the future. Mitch brings value to our governance 

process in several ways, including his willingness to raise 

tough, sometimes uncomfortable issues. He cares enough to get 

out of his own comfort zone, and to ask other shul leaders ï 

including me - to do the same in the interest of making good, 

well thought out decisions. I hear his voice as that of a caring, 

responsible friend. 

 

We canôt address all of our facility and staff needs at once, but 

with Mitchôs leadership, we are working on many of the right 

things in the right way. Mitch is making a very positive 

difference for Beth Sholom. 

From the President:  
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News Fromé... 
Beth Sholom Sisterhood and Menôs Club 

Come on out to Anshei Sphard on September 18th for 

the 23rd Annual ASBEE Kosher BBQ Contest.  Our 

Sisterhood and Menôs Club will be teaming up as usual 

to decorate our booth and to cook some delicious 

Kosher Bar-be-que with the hopes of bringing home the 

ñbacon!ò  If you are interested in helping with decorat-

ing, shopping, cooking or cleaning, please contact our 

Menôs Club President, Kevin Bernstein at 

kbernstein1@gmail.com or at 317-7260 

or our Sisterhood President, Marsha Bender at 

mabelle225@aol.com or at 755-8154.  

 

And come on out  for a lovely day to support the Beth 

Sholom team! 

 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18th 

10am ð 4pm 

MENôS CLUB MINYAN 
The 2nd Sunday of Each Month 

SEPTEMBER 11th 

8:00am Minyan 

Followed by Breakfast and Menôs Club News! 

ALL THE MEN OF BETH SHOLOM  ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 

Special Thanks to our Kiddush Hostesses  

Each week, our Sisterhood steps up and steps in to serve our Shabbat Kiddush 

luncheon and to help make this time together after Shabbat services so special 

for all in attendance.  If you would be interested in becoming a Kiddush hostess 

or have a free Saturday to volunteer, please contact Judy Holzer at 

judy_holzer@bellsouth.net or at 624-3084.   
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There are Many Ways to Make A Gift and Support the Beth Sholom Annual Appeal  

Would you like to make a meaningful gift to Beth Sholom but donôt have the cash on hand?  There are 

many creative ways to make a charitable gift which allow you to support the shul and receive tax savings. 
 

Consider a gift of real estate. Do you have investment property that you no longer wish to own? Gift it to 

Beth Sholom.   You will receive an immediate income tax deduction for the appraised value of the gift, 

and the federal gift and estate taxes on your estate may be reduced as well.   
 

Another option may be gifting appreciated securities.  If your financial services provider holds securities 

in your account, ask that the securities be electronically transferred to the Jewish Foundation of Memphis.  

This is often the most expedient way of making your gift.   The Foundation can provide you with any 

information needed to complete the transfer, can liquidate the assets and then can direct them as a dona-

tion on your behalf to Beth Sholom. 
 

Jewelry, artwork and other collectibles are also assets that can be utilize to fulfill your charitable wishes.  

These items can be gifted to the Jewish Foundation and then sold with the proceeds donated to Beth 

Sholom.  Items that have appreciated in value are generally deductible at full fair market value. 
 

Are you older than 70 ½?  Consider gifting part of your qualified retirement account.  Because of recently passed legislation, the 

amount transferred directly from your account to the synagogue will not be reportable as income. 
 

How about paid up life insurance? If you have an old policy that you no longer need, consider gifting it the synagogue!  Youôll real-

ize a current charitable deduction for the cash value or the value of the premiums already paid and the synagogue will receive the 

cash value of the policy. 
 

Whatever you decide, be sure to consult your financial advisor before making any type of gift to the synagogue.  He/she will be able 

to advise you regarding the best asset for you to utilize to fulfill your charitable and tax objectives. 
 

For more information on how you can make a gift to benefit Beth Sholom, please contact Sandy Lipman, vice president of develop-

ment at 901-754-3705, or Laura Linder, executive director of the Jewish Foundation of Memphis at 901-374-0400. However you 

choose to make your charitable gift, you will be doing your part to ensure the continuation of your beloved synagogue and its impor-

tant programs. 

We Need to Make our Goal  

 

If you havenôt received a phone call from one of your board members, please let Sandy Lipman, Vice President of Develop-

ment, know.  Again this year we are calling each and every synagogue member to ask for your pledge to our annual appeal.  

We should all be very proud of ourselves because for the last several years we have made our goals and kept our shul in bet-

ter financial shape than in a very long time.  We are eager to continue this trend so that we can continue to provide the ser-

vices that we all need and deserve from our place of worship. 

 

While we are keeping our expenditures within a very tight budget, we still need monies beyond our dues to keep our doors 

open.   As such, this year, we have chosen to ask you to pledge in total what you gave last year for our appeal and our fund-

raisers.  We donôt want to bother you with any other fund raisings this year unless we donôt meet this goal.  This way, your 

staff and your board of directors can concentrate all of our energies on the services and programs that we all enjoy. But, we 

need your support to do this.  

 

And remember the money pledged is not due in total until September 30, 2012 and can be paid in any way you wish; charged 

to your MasterCard or Visa (credit or debit), paid through your IRA (please see your financial adviser), paid monthly, quar-

terly or in one lump sum.  We just need your help again this year.  We have a very high percentage of our membership par-

ticipate each year in this appeal.  Letôs make it 100% in 2011! 

 

Our synagogue is there for all of us when we need it.  Help us to keep providing the services that we deserve from our shul.   

 

And donôt forget to use your Kroger card.  You can give to the synagogue without any cost to yourself and even get up to 

$1.00 per gallon off the cost of gasoline!!    

 

For more information or to make your pledge, please contact Sandy Lipman at clipman35@bellsouth.net or at 754-3705. 



News from the Beth Sholom Religious School: 
Donôt Forget to turn in your Religious School Application 

Religious School Begins on September 7th! 
 

September 7th, 4:00pm-5:30pm:  Religious School Begins for Grades 3 through 7 (2nd grade optional) 
 

September 11th, 9:30am-Noon:  Religious School in Session.  First Official Day for Grades K-2 
 

September 17th, 10:30am:  Junior Congregation Begins for Grades 2-7 
 

September 18th, 9:30am-Noon:  Tikkun Olam High Begins, Grades 8-12  (2nd and 4th Sundays each month) 
 

For families interested in our Tikkun Olam High School:   Our students put their Tikkun Olam lessons into action by doing 

community service around Memphis.  Last year we worked at Collierville Animal Shelter, Memphis Zoo, Memphis Union Mission, 

Angelus Street Community Garden and  Memphis Jewish Home just to name a few.  Sheri Gadberry will be returning to lead this 

group for another great year and we all welcome Melinda Spiegel who will join her and is looking forward to working with our high 

schoolers. 
 

Please contact Sharon Prager at sharon@bsholom.org or (901) 683-3591 for more information or with any questions. 
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NEWS FROM OUR YOUTH GROUPS!  

Our USY chapter has now doubled in size!  Welcome to our newest member, Zohar Rubinstein!  Hamelech USY won the Chap-

ter on the Rise award at the USY Regional Convention and we certainly are rising!! 
 

Thanks to Zachary Sandberg for his 3 years as our USY/Kadima advisor.  With an upcoming marriage and a new job at the Uni-

versity of Memphis, Zach has stepped down as advisor.  We are excited that Ben Rob-

erts has joined us as Kadima advisor and that Kallie Brown  will remain as our USY 

advisor.  We all look forward to continued exciting programming this year! 
 

September 7th, 3:30pm-5pm:  Kadima Kafe returns 

September 23rd through 25th:  USY Fall Convention at Camp Ramah Darom 

Matthew Aaron- Louis Rubin will celebrate 

his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, Sept 17th, Torah 

Portion Ki Tavo.  Matthew is a BSSS 8th 

grader and has been recognized by the Duke 

University Talent Identification Program each 

year since 4th grade. He has also received acco-

lades in the national Word Master School com-

petition and has made the both Honor roll and 

Headmasterós list.  Matthew enjoys bike riding, 

paint balling and video games.  Matthew won 

1st place in the MJFôs Annual Yom HaShoah 

Art Contest in 2011 and in 2nd place in 2010. 

Both pieces of art will be display at the Benja-

min L Hooks Central Library in the Facing 

History and Ourselves ñChoosing to Partici-

pateò Exhibit. Matthew volunteers at the Ger-

mantown Animal Shelter and tutors children for 

his Mitzvah project. Matthew will be travelling 

to Israel in November and would like to invite 

members of the congregation to write a prayer 

on a piece of paper so that he can take it with 

him to place in the Western Wall. Matthew is 

the son of Dr. Michael and Liza Rubin, and has 

a sister, Danica Rubin.  He is the grandson of   

Dr. William and Leah Rubin of New York, and 

Lincoln and May Ramlochan of Trinidad. 

Michael Jerod Scilken, son of Andrea and 

Jonathan Scilken, will celebrate his Bar Mitz-

vah on Saturday morning, September 10th.  

Michael will conduct the Shacharit, Torah and 

Musaf services, chant his Haftorah and deliver 

a Bar Mitzvah message to the congregation. His 

Torah portion is Ki Tisei.  Michael is an eighth 

grade honor roll and Headmasterôs list student 

at Bornblum Solomon Schechter School. He 

was also recognized by the Duke Tips organi-

zation. He enjoys his friends, soccer, aquarium 

design and loves to play with his dogs Peanut 

and Bailey.  He is the brother of Adam and the 

grandson of Yetta and Norman Dritch and the 

late Marvin and Polly Scilken. He is looking 

forward to celebrating with all his friends and 

family.  

Fernand Ben Qvyjt, son of 

Mary and Fernando Qvyjt, will 

become a Bar Mitzvah on Sep-

tember 3rd, Parashat Shoftim.  

Fernand will lead the daven-

ing, chant his Torah and 

Haftarah portion, and deliver a 

dôvar Torah to the congrega-

tion.  He is excited about being 

able to lead the services. 

Fernand is an honor roll stu-

dent in the 8th grade at Born-

blum Solomon Schechter 

School. His favorite subject is 

Physical Science. He is the 

grandson of Esther Larkin and 

Donald and Elizabeth Novack. 
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Friday, September 9th  
6:00pm ς Services, Followed by Pot Luck Supper at the home of Deanna & Andy McAlexander 

 
5Ŝŀƴƴŀ ϧ !ƴŘȅ aŎ!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘƻǇǘ .ŜǘƘ {ƘƻƭƻƳΩǎ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘ {Ƙŀōōŀǘ ōȅ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƻǘ ƭǳŎƪ ǎǳǇǇŜǊ ŀǘ 

their  home following Kabbalat Shabbat services.  The only requirements are to be a part of the minyan at shul and to contribute a 
pot luck item for dinner.   If you are interested in participating in this special Shabbat experience, please RSVP to Deanna at (901) 

761-9564 or dwmctchs@aol.com  

Friday, September 23rd  τDrum Circle  
!ƭƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ wŀōōƛ !ŀǊƻƴ ϧ {ƘŀǊƻƴŀΩǎ IƻƳŜ 

6:00pm ς Kabbalat Shabbat Services    7:00pm ς Pot Luck Supper and Drum Circle  

 
Bring a Dairy or Pareve Dish for Pot Luck Supper & Come ready to Sing along and Drum some Shabbat Spirit 

Please RSVP to the Shul office:  683-3591 or deanna@bsholom.org 

2011/5722 High Holiday Schedule 

mailto:deanna@bsholom.org


We gratefully acknowledge these generous contributions: 

HILDA MAGDOVITZ  

Jerome & Barbara Magdovitz 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

 

IN HONOR OF: 

BIRTH OF EZRA SAWYER 

GROSSMAN 

Kay & Shelly Saslawsky 

Skip & Susan Rossen 

 

 

TIKKUN OLAM FUND  

 

IN HONOR OF: 

RABBI AARONôS 

DEDICATION TO TIKKUN 

OLAM 

Tresha Mandel & Barry Shulkin 

 

 

TRIBUTE FUND  

 

IN MEMORY OF: 

TUNY ALEXANDER 

Emily D. Ratner 

Jay Balkin 

Sheila & Marty Greenberg 

Rose Silverman 

Marilyn & Herb Notowich 

Gail Appelson 

Elaine & Michael Fox 

Sue & Bud Balkin 

Goldie K. Burson 

Rena Shankman and Family 

The Siegler Family 

Francine Brown 

AUGUST 2011 

 

 

RABBI BECKER FUND  

 

IN MEMORY OF: 

TUNY ALEXANDER 

Sharon Davis & Family 

NATHAN HELLER 

ELLA HELLER 

Shirley Brown 

CHARLES LULOFF 

ADELE LULOFF 

Marcia & Seymour Sabesin 

 

 

BUILDING FUND  

 

IN MEMORY OF: 

TUNY ALEXANDER 

Dot & Stanley Bilsky 

Rose Morrison 

IRMA GRUEN 

Dot & Stanley Bilsky 

AARON SHANKMAN 

Rose Morrison 

DOUGLAS MORRISON 

Betty & Edward Green 

 

IN HONOR OF: 

BIRTH EZRA SAWYER 

GROSSMAN 

KATHY & MICHAEL 

KASTANôS NEW POSITIONS 

Dot & Stanley Bilsky 

 

FOR RECOVERY OF: 

KAY SASLAWSKY 

Rose & David Ross 

Rose Morrison 

 

 

CEMETERY FUND  

 

IN MEMORY OF: 

SARAH ñTUNYò 

ALEXANDER 

Barbara & Jerome Magdovitz 

Rose & David Ross 

Carol Lipman 

Jeanne & Irving Weiss 

Vickie & Marshall Engelman 

SYDNEY WEISBARTH 

FREIDA PENCHAN 

HANNAH COHEN 

MICHAEL USDAN 

Kay & Sheldon Saslawsky and 

Family 

MOSHE FLEISCHHACKER 

BETTY PIGMAN 

Walter Fleischhacker 

SUSAN KIRSCH 

Ronni, Joe, & Philip H. Kirsch 

MR. & MRS. DOUG 

MORRISON 

Kay & Shelly Saslawsky 

MAYME ZISKIND  

EDWARD WENER 

Cheri & Marc Rubenstein 

SADIE PRESSMAN 

Carol Lipman 

  

  

KIDDUSH FUND  

 

IN MEMORY OF: 

WILLIAM HAMBURGER  

JOAN HAMBURGER 

TUNY ALEXANDER 

Betty & Ed Green 

MILDRED DEBER 

Evelyn Goler 

 

 

RABBIôS 

DISCRETIONARY FUND  

 

IN MEMORY OF: 

LENABEL MAGDOVITZ  

Barbara & Jerome Magdovitz 

TUNY ALEXANDER 

Charlotte Levitch 

ESTHER HELLMAN 

Barbara & Leon Hellman 

JACOB MUZZERMAN 

Elaine Alexander 

BERTHA RATNER 

BENJAMIN 

MOSKOWITZ 

Sheila & Marty 

Greenberg 

 

FOR RECOVERY OF: 

KAY SASLAWSKY 

Carol Lipman 

 

 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

FUND 

 

IN MEMORY OF: 

TUNY ALEXANDER 

Linda & Mark 

Thompson 

Barnett & Audrey 

Schiffman 
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Elkan & Laurie Scheidt 

JEAN OSTROV 

SAM NOTOWICH 

SADYE NOTOWICH 

LOUIS NOTOWICH 

SEYMOUR ROSENBERG 

Marilyn & Herb Notowich 

SUSAN KIRSCH 

David Kirsch 

DOUGLAS MORRISON 

MARGO MORRISON 

Lyda Parker 

Rena Shankman 

The Siegler Family 

 

IN HONOR OF: 

BIRTH OF EZRA SAWYER 

GROSSMAN 

The Siegler Family 

 

FOR RECOVERY OF: 

KAY SASLAWSKY 

Deanna & Irvin Serenco 

Sheila & Marty Greenberg 

 

 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES FUND  

 

IN MEMORY OF: 

FANNIE BERNATSKY 

JACKIE COHEN 

Mike Struminger and Family 

AARON FREYMAN 

Jerome & Barbara Magdovitz 

 

 

 

 

 
The Beth Sholom Family extends condolences to the 

families of the recently departed:  
 

Sarah ñTunyò Alexander 
Yolanda Hassid 

Douglas Morrison 
Aaron Shankman 

 

 

Hamakom yenachem ïMay God grant comfort and 
consolation to these families and to all who grieve 
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Yes, we ñcanò! 
Beth Sholom members have been very generous in bringing canned goods 

and oher non-perishable foods to deposit in our Mid-South Food Bank bin 

at the synagogue entrance. Hunger and food insecurity remain critical issues 

in our community, and we encourage all members of our Beth Sholom 

family to remember to bring a food item each time they come to shul.  

Watch for more information about our annual Kol Nidre Food Drive. 
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Mazel Tov 
Beth Sholom Sends 
Congratulations to:  

 

Kay and Allen Iskiwitz on the birth 
of their new granddaughter, Ava 
Blair Iskiwitz, Born July 25 th, 2011.  
We also send congratulations to proud parents, Kelly and 
Jamie Iskiwitz and grandparents, Jeanie and Bruce 
Alpert  
 
Joan Solomon on the birth of her new great 
granddaughter, Eve Hazel Chodash, born recently in 
Flordia  

 
 
 

 
 

July Birthdays : 
Judy Bookman  

 

August Birthdays:  
Barbara Magdovitz  

 

June Anniversaries  
Stacy & Art Canales  

Barbara & Jerome Magdovitz  
Barbara & Bruce Newman  
Marilyn & Herb Notowich  

 

September Anniversary & Birthday 
Shabbat will be held on Saturday, 

September 17th  
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We thank our advertisers who make 

the publication of  

Kol Sholom possible: 

Memphisô Newest Affordable Option and the 

Official Provider of National Burial Insurance.  

 

Locally ownedðnot an impersonal corporation. 

 

Shane McElveen, Owner/Director 

 

901-454-5795 

800-358-8575 

 

www.highpointchapel.com 

3788 Summer Avenue 

Memphis, TN 38122 

 

�x�� We give Full credit for all Burial Policies 

and Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

�x�� We offer Pre-paid or pre-financed Funeral 

and Burial plans 

�x�� Our compassion shows in the quality of 

service and the reasonable prices. 

�x�� Weôre at one convenient location for all 
your Death-Care needs. 

�x�� We offer monuments and markers. 

�x�� We are located in a brand-new ñstate of 

the artò Orthodox facility. 

Anthony Morrison   
Vice President, Investments 

Raymond James & Associates, Inc. 

818-6523 

Discount  

RATES 

without discount 

SERVICE. 
Itôs no accident that more people 

trust State Farm to insure their cars. 

Call today. 
 

David Ross CPCU CLU, Agent 

8317 Cordova Road 

Cordova TN 38016 

Bus: 901-795-9067 

david@davidjross.net  
www.davidjross.net  

Providing Insurance and Financial Services 

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company (Not in NJ), Bloomington, IL 

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR  STATE FARM IS THERE  

Advertise your business 

or services in Kol Sholom, 

Beth Sholomôs monthly 

newsletter! 

Cost of ad for full year (11 issues): 

 

Professional listingðup to 4 lines $100 

Business Card    $250 

¼ Page     $400 

½ Page     $600 

Full Page    $950 

 

Download the order form from the Kol Sholom 

page of the websiteðwww.bsholom.orgðor 

call the synagogue at 683-3591 for more 

information. 


